
VOLUME 13, NUMBER 2 JULY, 1971 





j 

NOV A SCOTIA B I R D S O C I E T Y 

* N E W S L E T T E R 

Volume 13, Number 2 July, 1971 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Spring Migration ••.••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 53 

Sable Island Notes, April - June, 1971 - by I.A.McLaren ••• 78 

A Black-cowled Oriole? - by B. K. Doane •••••••••••••••••• 79 

How Reports Should Be Sent •••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 82 

Bird Society Activities •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 84 

Letters Pro and Con •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 86 

The Sea Birds of Bermuda - by Roger Pocklington •••••••••• 93 

Ducks Breeding in Nova Scotia - by A. D. Smith 99 

Annotated List of Birds - Guilford Island - by R.K.Ross ••• 103 

Letters to the Editor 107 

The Meander In Spring - by C.R.K. Allen •••••••••••••••••• 111 

Cost of the publication of 
this Newsletter is partly 
borne by the Nova Scotia 
Museum. 



NOV A S C O T I A B I R D SOCIETY 

Incorporated 1957 

c/o Nova Scotia, Museum 
1747 Summer Street 
Halifax, N. s., Canada 

Volume 13, Number 2 

NEWSLETTER 

Editor: Phyllis R. Dobson 

July, 1971 

SPRING MIGRATION 1971 

Strictly speaking, the seasons have followed the 
calendar so far in 1971. Bounded by the equinox and summer 
solstice, that is, from March 21 to June 21, spring led us by 
uneasy stages from winter into summer. Low overcast persisted, 
butlheavysnows changed to (heavier) rains; and although night 
temperatures still fell below freezing well into June at times, 
the daylight temperatures rose by imperceptible degrees to 
summer "heat". Heavy ice persisted in the lakes well into May, 
and leaves on the deciduous trees were not fully out until the 
first of June. 

On the credit side, depth of winter snows prevented 
much frost in the ground, and we have had no forest fires. 

Our migratory birds were in no hurry to return. A 
few individuals of those species expected on early dates arrived 
on time. Thereafter small groups came in spasmodically, slowly 
swelling the numbers, until the third week in May, when a heavy 
invasion occurred. During that week, on May 27, IOI species 
were counted by Eric Mills, Davis Finch and Ross Anderson at 
Brier Island. This is an all-time one-day record for Nova 
Scotia. Numbers of individuals were high also, 30 to 50 to 100 of 
such species as swallows, Catbirds, some of the warblers, 
orioles, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, Savannah and White-throated 
Sparrows. 

It may be that more birds were here during April and 
the first part of May than were recorded. It is pure speculat
ion, but the early birds may have been present, but not singing, 
under the inhospitable gray skies in the driving fog and rain. 
On a recent trip through black spruce woodland, some of us 
heard a full chorus of Myrtle and Palm Warblers, Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets and White-throated Sparrows. 

At the time of writing, June 28, our migrants are all 
accounted for, and appear, with a few exceptions, to be present 
in good numbers. We had to wait awhile for them, but they have 
come, and with them one could say "as usual" some amazing and 
splendid visitors. 
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The COMMON LOON was sighted regularly off Cape Sable 
(SS) until mid-April. About this time it must have left salt 
water, as one record April 23 and three records on April 24 
mention mated pairs on inland lakes (RL,CA,KM). The RED
THROATED LOON appeared on March 14 (5) near Yarmouth, where 
8-10 were seen again on April 20 (AH,DK,MH), one report since 
then of an adult in breeding plumage June 4, Port George (RL). 
The last record of the RED-NECKED GREBE is May 1, one seen off 
Lingan, Cape Breton Co. (FM). HORNED GREBES, plentiful along 
the Atlantic Coast throughout the winter, were last seen in 
numbers (15+) off Broad Cove, Lun. Co., April 24 (BH,SF). 

A SOOTY SHEARWATER was seen off Port George May 26-27 
(RL) and one at Clarke's Harbor May 31 and June l; another close 
to Seal Island June 1 (DF), making three or possibly four of 
these birds. Davis Finch also credits us with "exactly 15 (in 
ones and twos) during the first three hours of the Yarmouth-
Bar Harbor crossing of the 'Bluenose• on June 2". Small flocks 
of LEACH'S PETRELS were seen in the beam of the Light at Cape 
Sable April 27 (SS) and noted near Glace Bay (SM) and off 
Yarmouth from the 'Prince of Fundy' (DF) May 26. 

Ten GANNETS, eastbound, passed Cape Sable March 20 
(NC), since when a good flight was noted, also off northern 
Cape Breton (SM). Ross Baker found a dead Gannet, "adult, 
somewhat decomposed, at Marshville, Pictou Co., on May 23. It 
was the first I had seen and I was amazed at the size - 39 
inches long with a wingspread of over 5 feet". 

Eric Cooke saw 62 GREAT CORMORANTS flying east along 
the coast (Hfx. Co.) April 10; others were noted April 24 off 
northern Cape Breton (SM) and 3 as late as June 7 near Cape 
Sable (SS). The earliest date for the DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT 
is 1 April 21 at Ingemar, Shel. Co. (LG}. By May 17, 67 nests 
were counted on the pilings in Pictou Harbor (EL). 

One CATTLE EGRET has been seen this spring, April 26 
in the Wedgeport area, according to Israel Pothier, and seen 
again at East Pubnico on May 12. 

The first GREAT BLUE HERON noted was 1 March 21 at 
Cole Harbor, Hfx. Co. (BH,SC), followed by 1 March 23 at 
Bartlett's Beach, Yar. Co. and 1 April 7 at Wedgeport (JIP). 
A fair-sized migration occurred April 20, 15 seen near Baccaro, 
Yar. Co. {MH), "a neat procession of Great Blue Herons moved 
along behind the river bank. The forward one was entirely 
visible, the others looked like periscopes coming along at 
regular intervals". A GREEN HERON, April 24 at Cape Sable {SS) 
was followed by 8 of these "regular strays": 2, May 26-30, 
Brier Island (RA,DF,EM); 2, May 30, Three-Fathom Harbor, Hfx. 
Co. (EC) and 4, May 31 - June 1, at Seal Island (DF). At least 
3 LITTLE BLUE HERONS were seen: 1, April 25 at Round Bay, Shel. 
Co. (BD); l (dead) May 22-24, Seal Island, {8D et al) and 1, 
May 28-29 on Brier Island (EM et al) "an adult, as high-plumaged 
a bird as I have seen, with long trailing plumes" wrote the 
re:.,:.,rter,(DF). 
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An unusual number of large waders came our way this 
spring, six of them COMMON EGRETS •. The first report came from 
Cape Breton, of 1, April 10 near Glace Bay (SM) "yellow beak, 
black legs, all white eY.~ept creamy plumes in the wings. About 
as big as a moderate-sized Great Blue. Not at all wild. While 
we watched it caught 4 fish in 4 tries". The next report was 
of 1, April 12, Ingomar area (LG); followed by 1, April 13, 
Brier Island (EM); 1, April 27 and 1, May 2 at Round Bay, Shel. 
Co. (BD,LG). Two or three of these birds were seen May 8-9, in 
the Chezzetcook area, Hfx. Co. (EC,JE,IM) and finally one 
appeared on June 1 in the Halifax Public Gardens (EM and many 
others). 

A letter from Loran Goulden relates an enviable exper
ience: "April 27 was a very exciting day. At Round :Say 
Meadows, a half mile stretch of salt marsh I saw 2 Ospreys, 2 
Willets, 4 (!) SNOWY EGRETS, 1 Common Egret, l REDDISH EGRET(!), 
1 Flicker, 13 Bufflehead, 2 Black Ducks, 2 Great Blue Herons, 
1 Lesser Yellowlegs and l Greater Yellowlegs." An earlier 
Snowy stayed 2 weeks from April 9 on at Glace Bay Sanctuary (SM~ 
1 April 11 was seen at Brier Island (EM et al), and 1, April 24, 
was found in dying condition on Cape Sable (SS). Loran Goulden 
photographed the egrets and has promised us some of his pictures. 
We sincerely regret his departure for Edmonton, and are grate
ful for his valuable year's reports to us. 

Two BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERONS roosted for a day and 
a night near the road at upper Cole Harbor April 9. The "Rare 
Bird Alert" proved its usefulness on this occasion, giving some 
of us a good look at these birds (EM,WH). Betty June Smith wrote 
from Cape Sable "Are Black-crowned Night Herons rare any more? 
We have begun to expect them to come to our sludgy ponds." One 
was seen there May 29, 2 on June 2 and 1 June 5. On June 1, 3 
were seen on the Marsh at Dan'l's Head, Cape Sable Island (where 
the American Avocet was two summers ago), according to Davis 
Finch. These may or may not have been different birds. A 
YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERON, May 28 at Crescent Beach, Lun. Co. 
was observed where one was found last year (SC). 

First dates for our own AMERICAN BITTERN are 1, very 
early, March 29, Wedgeport (JIP), then 1 May 2 at Chebogue, 
Yar. Co. (MH), and 1 May 3 at Little Salmon River Bridge, Hfx. 
Co. (JE). The Elliotts suspect that this bird is nesting 
nearby, as it makes daily flights low overhead, to enliven their 
gardening hours. A GLOSSY IBIS, April 23, is reported from 
Boylston, Guys. Co. by a new member, Mrs. Dora Curran, report 
confirmed by Ethel Crathorne. Four more reports are of 1, 
April 30 to May 7 in a marshy field near Antigonish, 10(!) of 
these birds seen there May 16-28, photographed during that 
time (MD); 1, May 27-29 at Brier-Island (DF et al); 1, May 31 
at Lower Northfield, Queens Co. (Sinclair Zinck per EC); and 
1, June 6 at Cape Sable (SS and Everett Nickerson). 

Flocks of CANADA GEESE appeared early in March in Cole 
Harbor, Hfx. Co., 500 counted there March 3, over 1,000 by 
March 14 (CA). Smaller flocks on the move were noted flying 
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over the Annapolis River March 10 (FB), March 18 (TH) and in 
the Ingomar area March 22 (LG). Off the Yarmouth County coast, 
flocks of 200 and 300 March 13-18 dwindled to 20 and 30 by 
April 4 (DK,AH,MH), but on April 4 there were over 4 7 000 
clamouring in Morien Bay, Cape Breton. These dwindled to 
about 50 by April 25, none reported since May 20 (SM). Reports 
of BRANT start on March 2, at Cape Sable (SS,NC), and have come 
in up to the end of May. Flocks number from 20 to 200 individ
uals, and have been unusually widespread, noted March 22 off 
Yarmouth (DK,MH); Lawrencetown, Hfx. Co., April 3 (JE,CA,EC); 
Brier Island April 10 and May 26-30 (EM,RA,DF) and Ingomar 
April 16 and April 27 (LG). Five SNOW GEESE were observed 
April 5 and April 17 in the salt marsh at the end of Wedgeport 
Point (JIP). 

As usual, a few MALLARDS have been seen, most notable 
the flock of 30+, March 27, still in the Tannery Pond at Wolf
ville. The BLACK DUCK appeared in Cole Harbor along with the 
Canada Goose early in March, 400+ counted there March 3, and 
one mated pair on that date back of Conrad's Beach (CA). Near 
Roberts Island off Yarmouth 30-40 were seen March 10, 50+ 
March 14 at Pinckney's Point ("MH et al). By April 2, pairs 
appeared in lakes and ponds very generally distributed, and 
broods first noted May 29. 

Eric Cooke saw a pair of PINTAIL, March 13 at Conrad's 
Beach, Hfx. Co.; 4 there May 28 and 2 again April 18. Two 
males of this species were in the Glace Bay area May 1 (SM). 

On April 3, 1971, near the Donkin entrance to the 
Glace Bay Bird Sanctuary, a single adult male COMMON TEAL (Anas 
crecca) was sighted by three members of the Cape Breton Branch 
of the Nova Scotia Bird Society - John J. O'Connell, Francis 
MacKinnon, and Betty Reid. Initially observed in a small 
coastal pond near the coast, the bird was part of a small flock 
of Green-winged Teal (2 males, 4 females) and was closely 
examined at approximately 50 yards through a spotting scope 
with a 20-power wide-angled lens. Seen under ideal lighting 
conditions for over 5 minutes, the Common Teal was clearly 
separable from the two male Green-winged Teal with which it 
was feeding by the clear white horizontal line along its si.des 
above the wing and the absence of the vertical white bar on the 
sides of the breast in front of the wing. 

Although not an especially difficult species to 
identify in the field, according to Francis H. Kortright and 
Roger Tory Peterson, there are no published records for the 
Common Teal in Cape Breton and only a few for the mainland. 

Sightings of GREEN-WINGED TEAL were scanty, the earliest 
March 7 at Three-Fathom Harbor (EC). One BLUE-WINGED TEAL 
March 24 at Northwest Harbor, Shel. Co. (LG) marked the arrival 
of this species, noted thereafter quite generally, but only in 
ones and twos (WN,RB,CA,EM,JIP,MH). A pair of AMERICAN WIDGEON 
April 10 at Lawrencetown (EC) and one male May lat Glace Bay 
(FM) are unusual spring records. Two pairs of WOOD DUCKS, 
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May 24, swimming about a marshy pond, undoubtedly came from 
the nearby Shubenacadie Wildlife Park (CA). The RING-NECKED 
DUCK has been noted in its usual haunts from April 24 on (KM, 
HH,CA,SF). A nest with 9 eggs was seen in the Port George 
area, on June 10 (RL). GREATER SCAl[P lingered off Barrington 
to April 20 (DK,AH,MH) and a few still at Glace Bay May 2 (SM, 
WN). 

A rare spring record of the LESSER SCAUP came from 
Davis Finch: "A female Lesser Scaup at Seal Island was the 
only unusual bird I saw there. It was present on Cranberry 
Lake May 31 - June -1, and was easily identifiable by its narrow 
angular and pointed head (with even a suggestion of the drake's 
tiny crest), the limited white patch about the base of the 
bill, and the short wing-stripe in flight (though headshape is 
a far easier and more reliable field mark)." 

An interesting obse~vation was of several paired 
COMMON GOLDENEYE at the southern end of the province: 3 pairs 
April 5-6 near Bartlett's Beach, Digby Co.; 1 pair April 12 at 
Cranberry Head Pond nearby, and 2 pairs April 20 near Barrington 
(MH et al). 

Six pairs of BUFFLEHEAD were seen in the same general 
region April 4 to 20 (MH et al); one pair April 9 at Deep Brook, 
Digby Co. (EM); and one pair May 2 at Mill Lake, just above 
French Village, Hfx. Co. (HS). OLDSQUAW in the 100's off 
Yarmouth and Halifax counties in March were down to the lO's 
by the end of April, and have not been mentioned since. A male 
HARLEQUIN DUCK was seen March 8 at Englishtown, Vic. Co., 2 on 
May 15 at North Bay ( WN). Off Broad Cove, Lun. Co. , the COMMON 
EIDER flocks of 50+ March 6 to April 4 increased to 400+ by 
April 24 (SF',BH) and have been noted in good numbers since then. 

A few scattered WHITE-WINGED and SURF SCOTERS have been 
seen as late as May 25 off Inverness (WN) and June 13 off Petite 
Riviere (SC). The last COMMON SCOTER reported was 1, March 14, 
at Osborne Head, Hfx. Co. (CA). HOODED MERGANSERS, 2 females 
and 1 male in Cole Harbour April 3, attracted much attention, 
swimming slowly back and forth within easy view from the road
side (CA,JE,EC,ECr,PD). March 13-15 brought the COMMON MERGANSER 
to Yarmouth Harbor (MH), St. Margaret's Bay, 26 seen (CA) and 
Glace Bay, 18 seen (WN)• By March 20, 81 of these mergansers 

.were counted near the mouth of the Margaree River (TB,WN et al). 
The RED-BREASTED MERGANSER was observed through March coastwise 
generally, a courting pair noted April 4 in Yarmouth Harbor 
(MH), and the greatest number (71) April 18 at the head of St. 
Ann's Bay, Vic. Co. (WN). On May 15, a Merganser (sp) nest 
containing 11 eggs was found in a hole in an old pine tree 
beside the river at Hopewell, Pie. Co. (HB and RB). 

A TURKEY VULTURE, adult with obvious red head "sailed 
low over the Mills cottage, Brier Island, May 29, and was later 
seen somewhat farther north, in a kettle of Broad-winged Hawks 
and photographed" (RA,Ann Mills, EM,DF). The only GOSHAWKS 
reported are 2; 1, ~everal sighting~ around southern Yarmouth 

- 57 -



County April 6 to 25 (DR,AH,MH) and 1, June 3, at Cole Harbor 
(JE). /The SHARP-SHINNED HAWK started nesting April 10, or the 
Wilmot pairs did (letter to follow), and has been seen widely 
distributed in .. usual numbers. The latter is also true of the 
RED-TAILED HAWK, which was first heard "singing"on territory, 
May 24, beside the Shubenacadie River at Elmsdale (CA). Up to 
13 BROAD-WINGED HAWKS were counted on Brier Island. May 28-29 
(DF,EM,RA) and a nest found June 12 at Hopewell, Pictou Co. (HB, 
RB). Six ROUGH-LEGGED HAWKS lingered in Nova Scotia March 
through May, the last seen May 23, on st. Paul's Is., off Cape 
Breton (NSBS party). 

Wayne Neily gave the following report on the BALD 
EAGLE in Cape Breton: 29 records from 16 different areas, in 
at least 15 of which this species occurs regularly. Of these 
15, 3 are in Inverness Co., 6 in Victoria Co., 5 in Cape Breton 
Co., and 1 in Richmond Co. The records range from March 4 
through May 30. Eagles have been seen in the Valley {Anna. Co.) 
and in the Lawrencetown, Hfx. Co. districts, both adult and 
immature birds (CA,FB). The William Footes have been watching 
an eagle's nest at Lime Hill on the Bras d'Or for five years. 
In 1966 one young was raised, 1967 none, 1968 twoJ 1969 one, 
1970 none. The McNichols at Malagowatch have a nest nearby, 
only one eaglet by June 6 1 they usually have two (SM). On 
June 5, 8 were observed, fishing for gaspereau, Baddeck area 
(Is.M.). A note from Margaret Secco reminds us that a good 
place to be sure of se·eing Bald Eagles is Antigonish Harbor, 
one of their favorite feeding grounds. 

The MARSH HAWK has been well reported, an adult male 
seen April 4 (very early) ·at Broad Cove (BH,SF), most other 
reports after April 13 ,' of female or immature birds; one other 
white male April 20 at Brookside, Hfx. Co. (FD). Twenty-eight 
OSPREYS have been observed since the middle of April along the 
Atlantic Coast·and Bay of Pundy. An obvious migration period 
was April 20-29, when 5 were counted off Yarmouth and Shelburne 
Counties April 20 and 12 April 29 (BD,~G,JIP,MH et al). On 
April 24 a pair was observed, collecting nesting material, at 
Cole Harbor, another pair was similarly employed at Brookside 
May 16 (FD) and the Ospreys have built a second-attempt nest on 
Indian Path, Lun. Co., where the first was destroyed by N.S. 
Power Commission llnemen (SC). Among the few reports of the 
PIGEON HAWK, one on May 11 at Ingonish describes "nesting 
behaviour" (PR). The first probable migrant SPARROW HAWK, a 
male in full breeding plumage, was seen near Bedford Institute, 
Dartmouth, on March 23 (FD), a second April 9 at Cole Harbor 
(JE), but a migratory movement April 23 resulted. :i.n a spate of 
reports April 24 1 right up to Cape Breton (MH et al, CA,FD,JT, 
EC,W~). A female Sparrow Hawk was investigating a nesting box 
April 10 at Wilmot, Anna. Co., and it was joined by male 2 days 
later (TH). 

The RING-NECKED PHEASANT put on spring plumage by 
March 27, 2 resplendent males and 2 females seen on that date 
near Canning (CA). A rare sighting of a VIRGINIA RAIL occurred 
May 25 at the Sheldrake cut-off from Route 103(BD) • 

• Error - should be SPARROW HAWK. 
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Most of the shorebirds barely touch our shores in 
spring, except for the few which nest here. This included a 
small number of SEMIPALMATED PLOVER, first seen April 29 at 
Sunday Point (MH et al), and the PIPING PLOVER, first seen 
April 18 at Cape Sable, one bird, 7 or 8 there May 28, a poss
ible migration wave (SS). A nest with 4 eggs was found on 
Conrad's Beach, Hfx. Co. June 6 (EC). On this same date, Betty 
June Smith found hatched young "the 2 adults gave several sweet 
peep-lo calls and were joined by 2 tiny pipers, which ran to 
them in that stop and go fashion, ridiculous on legs too long. 

KILLDEER seen in March are suspect wintering birds, 
but 1, April 2 on Cape Sable (SS) was probably a new arrival. 
Ten sightings, widely distributed from then till early June 
represent 22 birds, including a family of 3 adults and 4 young, 
watched June 5, at Hardwoodlands, Hants Co., by Mark Mowatt, 
who captured one small bird to examine it, and judged it to be 
5-7 day~ old. Two Killdeer one-quarter mile from Yarmouth 
Airport put on the injured-wing act June 6 for the David Henrys 
suggesting a nest nearby. A genuine arrival date for BLACK
BELLIED PLOVER is May 15-19, 12 birds at Seal Is.(EM), 18 birds 
seen at Chebogue Point, Yar. Co. (DK,MH); 75 birds at Cape 
Sable May 20 (SS). 

The first AMERICAN WOODCOCK of the season arrived 
March 19 as usual, just before a snowfall, and spent the night 
in a Halifax garden (1444 Seymour Street) where it was discovered 
and identified by Evelyn Dobson, a "first" for her. The next 
morning it rose at 8:00 a.m., preened itself free of snow, and 
spent an hour probing for worms, with considerable success. It 
then settled down in the same place, under a highbush cranberry, 
and slept all day, hunting and eating for an hour before dark 
as it had in the morning, and was gone next day. On April 9, 
ten Woodcock were counted on Brier Is. by Eric Mills, who wrote 
that he had never heard so many at a time "twittering and beep
ing in wet aldery spots". Other reports came in around this 
time from Shelburne County (LG,BD), Guysborough County (GM), 
Cape Breton (JT,GG,WN) and Hants County (JT). The first COMMON 
SNIPE arrived about the same time, 1 March 20 at Cape Sable (NC); 
appeared at Cole Harbor, Hfx. co., 2 April 10 (JE); 2 in the 
Valley April 10 (WW,TH); at Broad Cove, Lun. Co., April 24 (SF); 
in Guysborough County April 25 (GM); first seen in Yarmouth 
County April 26 (MH) and 2 in Cape Breton County May 1 (WN). 

One WHIMBREL was noted at Brier Is. May 25 (EM et al). 
Another UPLAND PLOVER was seen flying over Cape Sable May 7 
(SS). The SPOTTED SANDPIPER was reported May 3, near Wedgeport, 
Yar. Co. (JIP), May 11 at Cape Sable (SS), May 14 at Glace Bay 
(SM), May 15 at Broad Cove, Lun. Co. (SF,BH), thereafter well 
distributed, and eggs in a nest-. at Petite Riviere by mid-June 
(SC). The WILLET came a little earlier, April 29, 18-20 birds, 
at Town Point, Yar. Co. (AH et al); and numbers built up 
rapidly, distribution general by the middle of May. The GREATER f 
YELLOWLEGS came in small numbers, first seen April 20, 6 of 
them near Pubnico, Yar. Co. (DK et al), a few in Halifax County 
by April 24 (EC) and 1, May 1, had reached Glace Bay Sanctuary(WN). 
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• 
Unusual sightings were one LESSER YELLOWLEGS April 27 at 
Round Bay, Lun. Co. (LG), and a few KNOTS, 2 April 23 still in 
winter plumage at Martinique Beach (IM) and 1, May 26-27 at 
Brier Is. (RA,DF,EM). One WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER was seen by 
the same observers at Brier Is. at the same time. 

The last flock of PURPLE SANDPIPERS seen was 16 birds 
on May 7 in the Port George area ( RL) • Two PEC'rORAL SANDPIPERS 
April 11 at Brier Is. made one of the 43 species identified 
there that day.(EM). Two LEAST SANDPIPERS May 8 at Cole Harbor 
is a first spring record (IM) and by June 3 a nest appeared at 
Conrad's Beach containing 4 eggs, noted by Dr. McLaren as a 
possible first nest of these sandpipers on mainland Nova Scotia. 
Five Leasts were seen May 29 at Glace Bay Sanctuary (WN). Semi~ 
palmated Sandpipers were observed only on Brier Is., up to 4~ 
May 26-29 (DF et al). No other shorebirds paused on our shores 
this spring, but the RED PHALAROPE was seen (15+) May 14 at 
Cape Sable (SS) and 1 at St. Paul's Island off Cape Breton 
May 22, on which date 20+ NORTHSRN PHALAROPES were noted in the 
same area (WN). On May 17, 5 Red and 30 Northern Phalaropes 
first appeared off Seal Is. (EM et al). 

The following note; from the David Henrys, at Upper 
Wedgeport, does not strictly belong in this report, but it is 
of such unusual interest it should be included: 

"Now about that 'best bird' of 1970 ••• perhaps better 
late than never? A Parasitic Jaeger that we watched 
for about fifteen minutes was feeding on an adult 
common tern. Disturbed by our boat, he would fly up 
and about, then return to the dead bird on the water. 
This all took place about six miles upriver from Fish 
Island on the Tusket, approximately opposite Amirault's 
Hill, Yarmouth Co. We thought it unusual to see a 
jaeger this far inland. The bird was apparently 
attracted by a new colony of terns that nested last 
summer (and appear to be nesting again this year) on 
a small nubbin, Spectacle Ledge, that is several miles 
farther up-river than we have found them nesting in 
previous years." 

Two very late reports of the GLAUCOUS GULL are of 1 
May 1 at Glace Bay (FM), and 1 May 22-24 at Seal Is. (BD et 
al). A few ICELAND GULLS also lingered through April and 
May, with one very late one seen June 7 at Cape Sable (SS). 
Gulls started "displaying" by mid-March (CA) and nests of the 
GREAT BLACK-BACKED and HERRING were noted at Cape Breton High
lands National Park on May 28 and 30 respectively. Proportion 
of one to the other at this time was roughly 50 to 1,000 on 
Brier Is. (EM) and 100 to 500 on Seal (BD). On a Breeding 
Bird Survey at Peggy's Cove early in June Chris Helleiner 
noted about three times as many Herring Gulls as counted the 
previous four years, but alsb noted that weather conditions 
may have influenced the count, since few gulls were flying, 
most roosting on the rocks which were white with them. 

Rare spring records of the RING-BILLED GULL are 5 on 
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April 3 near Chezzetcook (CA) and 3 June 3 near Glace Bay (SM). 
On April 3 at Cole Harbor, Hfx. Co., 7 BLACK-HEADED GULLS, 
coming into summer plumage were seen (CA) and on May 7, one 
was seen at Glace Bay San,:.;tuary, in full summer plumage (SM). 
An adult LAUGHING GULL in winter plumage was seen June 1 on the 
mud flats at Dan'l's Head, Cape Sable Is., well studied at close 
range under excellent conditions (DF). A close view of 2 imm. 
BONAPARTE'S GULLS March 14, playing around Yarmouth Harbor near 
the sewer outlet, afforded much pleasure to three observers 
(AH,MH,DK). The gulls were "chasing each other, dangling their 
feet and dipping their bills in the water, revolving like 
phal.aropes - watched from a bank almost immediately above." 

On May 1 terns (sp) were first seen by the lobster 
fishermen off Wedgeport {JIP). May 15 was the arrival date for 
the COMMON TERN, seen from shore, 8 at Broad Cove (SF,BH) and 
7 at Cole Harbor (CA,MC). Several came to Cape Sable May 17, 
and are n?W nesting nearby (SS). Terns are also nesting on the 
grassy area in Lawrencetown Lake (EC). Terns were first seen 
May 19 at Yarmouth (DK,MH), May 22 at Pictou Co. (RB) and May 25 
at Wine Harbor, Guys. Co. (GM). Several ARCTIC TERNS were 
noted at Cape Sable May 17 (SS) and during the week May 26-30, 
Arctics outnumbered Common Terns by as much as 100 to 1, on 
Brier Is.(DF et al). One CASPIAN TERN was seen at Dingwall, 
Vic. Co. May 22 (WN) and a BLACK TERN at Mahone Bay May 14 (EM). 

A curious coincidence was the sighting on May 27 of 
a THICK-BILLED MURRE off Brier Is. (EM et al) and one the same 
day off Point Aconi, Cape Breton (WN). The BLACK GUILLEMOT 
was noticed in increasing numbers after mid-May, along the 
Atlantic coast, 14+ at st. Paul's Is. May 22-24 (WN et al) and 
70 counted June 1 at Seal Is. { NSBS party). 

The 18 reports of MOURNING DOVES received range from 
March 20 to May 12, with no "peak". Distribution of these doves 
is general. Some may have survived the winter, in spite of the 
snow, but for ground feeders it must have been hard going. We 
have 3 or 4 BLACK-BILLED CUCKOOS, 2 heard in Halifax city, 1 
June 8 (AD) and 1 June 22 (M.Helleiner). Two only were recorded 
otherwise, May 27 at Brier Is. (EM et al) and 1, June 5 at 
Little Salmon River Bridge (JE). 

An item of extraordinary interest is the report of a 
BARN OWL from Evelyn Lowerison on May 29 at Amherst. Workmen 
found it on the floor under some piles of steel in a local 
factory - the Robb Engineering Works. It was taken to Evelyn 
Lowerison, who took it to Alan Smith, Canadian Wildlife Service, 
in Sackville, N.B., who examined it, but found no injury, so 
after taking photographs, released it. The owl flew away quite 
effortlessly, accompanied by many~excited Tree Swallows. The 
bird was described as very beautiful "the breast snowy white 
with small black dots, eyes dark brown, the back an almost 
orange buff overlayed with a mottling of dusky and grayish 
white." It is surmised that the factory cat drove it into its 
unlikely hiding place. 

The usual few reports of the GREAT HORNED OWL include 
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one of a pair nesting, May 9, near Glace Bay (SM) "the female 
on th~ nest, her head 3 times as big as a cat's and rather 
like it •••• conspicuous white beard. The male flew round the 
nest but did not light." Alice Chisholm wrote of seeing on 
June 5 the BARRED OWL nesting in the box provided for it by 
Cyril Coldwell of Wolfville, who has sent us a picture of it. 
On May 25 the nest contained 3 eggs, all of which hatched, but 
only 2 young reached maturity. The box is located in a region 
of dense forest. A nest of the LONG-EARED OWL was observed 
May 31 and following, in the Valley (RL). There were 2 young. 
Another owl expert, Harry Brennan of New Glasgow, took Ross 
Baker of Truro to see his two SAW-WHET OWLS at their nest, 
where 2 young ones were present May 15. The Saw-whet arrived 
on Brier Is. April 9 (EM), and a number were there "in full 
song" May 26-30 (DF). 

An early date for a NIGHTHAWK is April 23, at Pleasant 
Bay, in Cape Breton (JT), the next one noted May 2 at Cape 
Sable (SS). Scattered reports throughout May were followed by 
a notable migration flight June 6, 20+ seen wheeling over the 
meadow at the junction of the Nine-Mile and Shubenacadie Rivers 
(CA), noted the same day for the first time at Halifax (PD) 
and Kentville (AC). The first CHIMNEY SWIFT was l on May 8 at 
Truro park (RB). Again scattered reports of ones and two's were 
followed by a flight on May 25, suggested by a flock of 50 or 
more, swirling overhead in Central Yarmouth town (MH). 

A fairly early RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD was seen at 
the Jeffries, Hfx. Co.~ on May 1 (DJ); the next 3 simultaneously 
on May 15 in Anna. Co. (WW), in Yarmouth (E.S. M9-cLeod per 
MH) , and at Wilmot ( 'I'H). June 6, at Marble Mountain, seems to 
be the first Cape Breton date (SM). First sightings of the 
BELTED KINGFISHER range from April 4 to May 29, 22 birds in 
all, seen in ones or two's generally distributed. A few of 
these were undoubtedly winter birds, and no dates coincide. 

The YELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKER had a very erratic migra
tion, according to our records, and is not present in abundance. 
Two arrived at Cape Sable April 2, 2 on April 16 and 4 on 
May 7.(SS). One was heard at Pleasant Bay, Inv. Co., April 3 
(JT), and 1 April 13 at Wilmot, Anna. co. (TH). Thereafter 
distribution became very general, but the highest count in one 
day was only 4, May 27, at Brier Is. (EM et al). The YELLOW
BELLIED SAPSUCKER was very slow coming in, the first seen 
April 11 on the North Mountain (RL); Brier Is. (EM); and. 
April 26 at Brookside, Hfx. Co. (FD). Very few after that 
until mid-May, seen at Truro (RB), Kinsac, Hfx. Co. (HC,ECr) 
and Wolfville (;rsE), and no numbers until the second week in 
June. But on the Breeding Bird Survey in Halifax-Hants June 12, 
many sapsuckers were both seen and heard (one notably hammering 
on a lantern hung from a telephone pole. He could be heard for 
milesl (WM). 

Not a migrant, but noteworthy because so seldom seen, 
the BLACK-BACKED THREE-TOED WOODPECKER was seen twice this 
spring, 1 May 1 at Truro Park (RB) and 1 May 8 on the North 
Mountain, Anna. Co. (RL). 
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The Flycatchers are here in abundance, the EASTERN 
KINGBIRD. in particular, a very early one at Cole Harbor April 
11 (MC), the others following early in May. On May.16 Sara 
MacLean saw "a dozen at least on a 2-mile walk at Homl!!!ville, 
very active, very plentiful everywhere this spring." This 
impression is borne out by many'other reports. We have at 
last a well authenticated spring WESTERN KINGBIRD. The bird 
was seen June 5, "hawking over a small marsh at Atwood's Brook, 
Shel. Co." by Mrs. Eugene Eppinger, house guest of the David 
Henrys. It was watched by the Henrys with binoculars and tele
scope in good light for 20 minutes. Dr. and Mrs. Gallagher of 
Barrington,also distinguished birders, later observed the bird 
and agreed with the identification. 

Three reports of the GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER were l 
May 24, Herring Cove, Hfx. Co. (EC); 1 May 29 at Brier Is. (EM 
et al); and 1 heard June 2, Halifax City near Point Pleasant 
Park (CH). Eight reports of the EASTERN PHOEBE range from 1 
April 5 at Yarmouth (MH) to 1 June 6 at Wine Harbor, Guys. Co. 
(GM), and include birds seen in the Valley and central N. s. 
None in Cape Breton. Eight arrived on Brier Is. April 10 (EM). 
The YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER arrived April 26 at Cape Sable 
(SS) and is now normal on territory, including Cape Breton. 
The TRAILL'S FLYCATCHER arrived later as usual, first noted 
May 29 on the NSBS Field Trip in Hants Co. On May 22, 4 first 
records of the LEAST FLYCATCHER coincide, seen at Wolfville 
(JE), in Central Hants Co. (CA), and at both Seal (BD) and 
Brier (EM) Islands. By June 19, C.R.K. Allen noted "Least 
Flycatchers calling wherever birds are to be heard!'! 

First dates for the EASTERN WOOD PEWEE were May 10 at 
Wilmot (TH) and May 12 at Guysborough Co. (GM), since then 
commonly heard everywhere in appropriate territory. The OLIVE
SIDED FLYCATCHER was first noted May 7 at Wolfville (JSE), May 8 
at Petite Riviere (SC) and John ,Erskine commented: "Olive
sided Flycatchers are again increasing." First date in the 
Baddeck area was June 5 (KM). 

The first TREE SWALLOW, a single bird, seen at Bartlett's 
River, Yar. Co. April 5 (DK et al) was followed by "hundreds" 
April 9 in that County (CA,HW), and a few (5) April 10 at 
Barrington (AH). By April 13 they were in the Valley (WW,TH), 

_ and by May 11 had reached Cape Breton (JT,WN). First record of 
BANK SWALLOWS is from Cape Breton, Victoria Co., May 19 (WN) 
and Pleasant Bay "a great many" May 20 (JT). May 20 also saw 
them first at Wolfville (JSE) and May 22 at Truro (RB). High 
concentration on Brier (30+) and Seal (60+) Islands May 26 to 
June 1 would indicate that they were still coming in at that 
time. 

Another bird to make the spring of 1971 different and 
interesting was the ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW. The first sightings 
of this more southern bird were at Cape Sable: March 17 by 
Norman Cunningham, May 19 by the same observer, and Sidney 
Smith, Benjamin F. Smith, and Betty June Smith. Following is 
the description as sent to us: 
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The first sighting occurred in the forenoon, with good 
visibility under cloudy skies. Seeing a swallow on that 
date would make anyone take a second look, and Mr. 
Cunningham called attention to the swallow so that 
another man also saw it, agreed that it was a swallow, 
and resembled a Bank Swallow, having the dull brown 
back and light underparts, and being about the same 
size. As it flew overhead the dingy throat was noted, 
and as Mr. Cunningham had never seen that in a swallow, 
he consulted the Peterson's Field Guide. He found the 
markings of the Rough-winged Swallow corresponded to 
those he had seen. The bird was in sight for several 
minutes, in flight, and was not seen again. 

I wrote of this sighting to Dr. Harrison F. Lewis, Sable 
River, N.S., who replied May 2 1 1971, that such a bird 
occurring in March would presumably be a storm-borne 
stray, and, "One who is familiar with it can easily 
distinguish it in the field from the Bank Swallow ••• by 
the fact that the upper parts of the Rough-wing appear 
def·ini tel y 1 ight brown, as compared with the grayish 
brown of the upper par-bs of the Bank Swallow." 

We appreciated his kindness in sending this information 
though we did not expect to have the chance to use it -
we felt we had "missed it" by being away in March. But 
on May 19 Norman called us out with binoculars and books 
to see "another of those strange swallows". This time 
the bird remained in the yard all day, mostly on a tele
phone wire near a Tree Swallow house, or on the house 
itself, with a few short flights to other parts of the 
field, and was seen by observers listed above. 

It arrived in heavy fog and so at first it appeared not 
rough-winged but rough all over and decidedly grumpy, 
as it huddled by the swallow house. Here its size could 
easily be determined by comparison with the Tree Swallows 
- slightly larger than a Bank Swallow with which we are 
familiar. Also, through glasses, at 2S feet, we could 
see the dingy throat and the markings down the sides 
under the wings - size and latter markings ruling out 
female Purple Martins, which we had also seen recently. 
As the day, and the bird, brightened up and dried out, 
it occasionally flew and then we could use Dr. Lewis' 
pointer: this swallow's back was brown all over. Mr. 
B. Smith contributed his Audubon's description of Rough
winged Swallow's flight - steadier or straighter than 
most swallows - and we noted that our bird exhibited 
this flight. In fact, at day's end, we felt satisfied 
we had been observing a slightly astray Rough-winged 
Swallow. 

On May 16, a Rough-winged Swallow was identified at 
Seal Island (EM, et al), and a little later another series of 
records of this bird came from Brier Is.: "Two were found at 
Tiverton (Long Island) on May 26, and photographed at close 
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range (DF). Later the same day, a single bird was seen repeat
edly under excellent conditions over the beach at Pond Cove (RA, 
DF,EM); the following day, May 27, 2 birds were seen at Western 
Light in the morning (RA,DF,EM) and again in the afternoon (DL). 
On May 28, 2 were seen a~ Western Light (DL). No way of know
ing how many individuals were involved in these records, but to 
my thinking there were at least 5." Davis Finch. 

On the May 16 trip to Seal Island, a CAVE SWALLOW was 
identified on the wing and perched, then collected, for the 
second Canadian record (IM et al). 

The Smiths at Cape Sable saw the first BARN SWALLOWS, 
seve.ial pairs May 3, this followed by sightings May 8 in the 
Valley ('l'H,RB), May 9 on the South Shore (SF,BH) and May 12 in 
Cape Bret~m (JT). 'rhe first CLIPF SWALLOWS were observed nest 
building May 12 in Guysborough County (EL), and have been 
unusually well reported since, up to June 5 in Cape Breton (KM). 
A new nest site is being started at the Evatt Bishop farm, Cole 
Harbor. on the Hants County Field Trip, while waiting at Mount 
Uniacke for the cars to assemble, a number of us watched both 
Barn and Cliff Swallows taking mud from a nearby puddle, and 
were much interested to see that although the Cliffs gathered 
material in the bill, the Barns used a straw for the purpose. 
Evelyn Lowerison recorded the first PURPLE MARTIN May 5 in 
Cumberland County, and noted that the Martins started nest 
building in Amherst May 29. 

The BLUE JAY was one bird which stayed with us through
out the severe winter of 1970-71, and is still plentiful, but 
has shown no special increase in numbers, according to our 
reports. It can be seen and/or heard on any trip, near villages 
or in the woods, 1 to 5 birds per trip. The same thing can be 
said of the COMMON RAVEN, with slightly different distribution. 
One was noted April 5 carrying food, near Glace Bay (SM), and 
by now, the end of June, the strange, rather uncouth cry of the 
young birds comes out of the distance oftener than the deep 
croak of the parents. 

Our next groupsof year-round birds are the ones in 
short supply, the Chickadees, Nuthatches and Creepers. The 
BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE is very scarce, generally. The largest 
number reported was 8, April0 13, in the woods west of Roseway, 
Shel. Co. (LG) and 8 June 13 on the Breeding Bird Survey near 
Tatamagouche (EM). Shirley Cohrs wrote that some had come back 
to Petite Riviere, and there is "a nest with 5 eggs established, 
near the post office". The last week of May there were a few 
Black-caps on Brier Is., none on Seal. BOREAL CHICKADEES were 
present on both islands at that time, but very few. We have 
only 6 other reports, but according to Gordon MacLeod, chicka
dees are heard fairly often at Wine Harbor, Guys. Co., mostly 
Boreals. On a trip to Busch's Island, Lun. Co., March 13, 

• 

some of us heard for the first time the very sweet, very seldom ~ 
heard, long warbling song of the Boreal. Had we not seen the 
bird singing, we would have been quite unbelieving. It was a 
delightful experience. (CA et al). 
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The Wrens are better represented, the WINTER WREN 
first heard May 1, at Brookside, Hfx. Co. (FD}, and quite freq
uently in expected habitat since then. On May 25 at Brier Is., 
10 were counted (EM et al}. At Seal Is. on May 17, a LONG
BILLED MARSH WREN was found, singing at the north end of the 
Pond (EM et al) and on May 26, a real rarity, the SHORT-BILLED 
MARSH WREN was well seen at Brier Is., described as follows: 

"Seen on May 26 (RA,DF,EM), was easily the best bird 
of the period. It was first heard in full song in the 
corner of the bog below the Mills cottage, and was 
quickly discovered singing from a low perch on the 
bleached branches of a dead spruce. The song was a 
very loud "chup chup chup chup chup chup rrrrrrrrrrr", 
shaking the bird violently! We were fortunate in 
being able to study it in the open and at leisure, 
noting its whitish belly and strongly buffy sides, 
upper breast and under tail coverts, its finely 
streaked crown without an obvious eye-line, finely 
streaked back, and short tail. The bird was at no 
more than 40 feet and in view for about 3 minutes, 
climbing higher on various open perches. We were all 
previously familiar with the species, but none of us 
had seen it in recent years. It is now virtually 
unknown in the Northeast." 

A few MOCKINGBIRDS have stayed with us: 2 residents 
at Glace Bay (all winter) are reported as "now singing, and 
carrying straws, very belligerent" which sounds like a nesting 
pair (SM}. One was seen and photographed at Ingamar, April 29 
(LG}; 1 seen May 12 at Kejimkujik (WW); and l June 6,7,8 pres
ent at Westmount, Halifax (Ralph Cowan per PD). The CATBIRD 
is plentiful, one arriving April 25 at Cape Sable (SS), the 
first (5) at Seal Is. May 15, thereafter reported generally, 
but another strong movement May 27 when 40+ were counted on 
Brier Is. (DF et al). 

'I'he BROWN THRASHER was seen only at Brier Is,, "one 
singing quietly in a thicket" April 13; at Cape Sable 1 May 6 
and 1 June 2 (SS); and at Brier again, 5 on May 27 (EM et al). 

Four ROBINS at Cole Harbor on March 21, the first day 
of spring,(BH}, were probably new arrivals, as the next three 
days brought reports of new robins at Port Maitland, Yar. Co. 
(LD}, Wilmot, Anna. Co. (TH), and Broad Cove; Lun. Co.(SF,BH). 
On March 29, 100+ were at Cole Harbor, and half-a-dozen singing 
at Brookside, Hfx. Co. (FD}. By April 3 they were generally 
distributed, but by April 27 still migrating, very few estab
lished until early May. A note from Brookside "3 or 4 dozen 
pale robins arrived April 28" (FD) is interesting, suggesting 
a month's lag between the s~xes, and a good reason for the 
males not settling down. The robin migration was good, 
although not as superabundant as it was last year. The first 
real influx in Cape Breton was on April 30, 36+ counted at 
Ingonish, Vic. co.(WN). 
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Davis Finch has described the song of the WOOD THRUSH, 
heard on Brier Island: 

"On the morning of May 27 at North Point we found a bird 
i.n song in spruces, and listened to it for 5-6 minutes as 
it sang the characteristically sweet "ee-o-lay" and the 
rising "00-00 tee-a-wee-a" phrases and uttered the scold 
"tuk-tuk-tuk-tuk" (which I'm almost certain I heard near 
the Mills cottage the previous evening}. At dusk on the 
27th., we heard another Wood Thrush somewhat more than 
half a mile from where the first bird had sung. This 
bird sang into deep dusk, dueting with a Swainson•s 
Thrush (RA,DF,EM). The next morning at the same spot, 
we found the bird in sustained song, listened to it for 
more than ten minutes, and approached it closely (RA,DF)." 

The HERMIT THRUSH came in one at a time apparently 
this spring, starting April 10, at Rocky Run, Hfx. Co. (MC), -
and seemed very scarce at first. Five on May 1, at Brook
side,(FD) made us hopeful, and eventually, but well into June, 
the thrushes were in normal abundance and full chorus. The 
SWAINSON'S THRUSH had joined in by that time, its first arrival 
date 2 May 24 at Cape Sable (SS} and 3 records on May 27 of 3 
at Brier Is. (EM et al), 1 at Wine Harbor, Hfx. Co. (GM) and 1 
at Aspy ·rrail, Cape Breton (WN et al). One GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH 
was seen on Seal Is. May 22-24 (BD et al). 

The VEERY was first heard May 22 at Wolfville (JSE), 
and a migration peak is suggested by the Brier Is. records: 
6 May 2G, 10 May 27 1 6 May 28. Erskine says Veerys are unusually 
plentiful this year. Two interesting records are for Halifax 
County, both supplied by Chris Helleiner, of Veerys NE of their 
usual range: l June 5 near Peggy's Cove and l June 28 in 
Halifax (city) in his own garden, singing so close at hand as 
to be practically deafening. To complete our species group, 
one EASTERN BLUEBIRD was observed on Brier Is. April 10 and 11 
(EM)• 

Again, an all-year bird is in short supply, the GOLDEN
CROWNED KINGLET. Twenty were counted on Seal Is. May 22-24 
(B~ et all, 5 May 27 on Brier Is. (EM et al}, and there were 
half-a-dozen mentioned on the various Cape Breton field trips 
March through May, but in be-tween, geographically, not one 
record. John Erskine notes them "seriously reduced" in the 
Valley. · 

The migrant RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET on the other hand has 
been well reported, but was also slow in building up. Ones and 
two's came in at Brier Is. April 10 (EM) and Cape Sable April 16-
23(SS), but none was heard at Yarmouth until April 28. Marion 
Hilton mentioned that they were abundant there (at Markland) 
April 26 last year. Six reports coincide on May 1, heard then 
in Lunenbur- Co. (SF), Halifax Co.(FD), Guysborough Co. E. and 
W.(GM,EL), Colchester Co.(RB) and Cape Breton County (WN). 

Two WATER PIPITS May 8 at Cape Sable (SS) and 2 May 15 
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on S€al Is. (EM et al) were undoubtedly departing, but those 
are our only spring records for these transients. The first 
flock of CEDAR WAXWINGS (35) was noted June 2 on the Dalhousie 
campus (EM). A few were seen June 4 in Annapolis County (TH), 
and 3 flocks June 5, one at Cole Harbor (JE), one in the Baddeck 
area (KM) and one in Yarmouth (MH). Waxwings were nesting at 
Windsor June 24 (Helena Read per PD). 

STARLINGS remain abundant on mainland N.S. A note from 
M. Hilton in Yarmouth reads: March 1-14, Starlings moving in 
tremendous flocks, hundreds near the beaches •••• March 28, back 
in town at feeders, in flocks of 30+. By April 7 they moved 
out again, for the summer, and are generally distributed. Wayne
Neily records a count of 118 for the Cape Breton field trip of 
March 20 in the Margaree area, but says they are not common over 
most of the Cape Breton Highlands National Park, and none were 
seen on St. Paul's Island on the trip there May 22-24. 

One last NORTHERN SHRIKE was observed April 13 on the 
Wyman Road, Yar. Co. (JIP). The SOLITARY VIREO came in 2 dis
tinct waves, the first May 14 (Wolfville, JSE), May 15 (Hfx. 
Co, FD), May 16 (Lun. Co. SF,BH), and the second May 22 (Seal 
Is. BO et al, Hants Co. CA, Dingwall, WN,JT, Col. Co., RB)' 
May 24 (Cape Sable SS). It was still singing vigorously June 19, 
in the woods in Hfx. Co., six or more to be heard at once in 
favored territory (CA). The RED-EYED VIREO was heard earlier, 
which is unusual, on May 12 at Truro Park (RB), but most reports 
are for .May 22 on, 5 seen on that date at Seal Is.(BD et al). 
It is present in good numbers, first Cape Breton date May 28 at 
CBH National Park (JS). 

Of the WOOD WARBLERS, 23 species are represented this 
spring in Nova Scotia, our 22 regular breeding species and 1 
rarity. Like the other passerines, all arrived on time, but 
came in slowly, and a few are reported as scarce. First reports 
are as follows: BLACK-AND-W!ITE May 8 at Round Hill, Anna. Co. 
(WW), May 22 at Dingwall, Viet. Co. (WN et al); TENNESSEE / 
May 29 in Halifax Co. (JE) and May 29 in Victoria Co. (WN), 
few reports; ORANGE-CROWNED, one at Seal Is. May 16 (EM); 
NASHVILLE May 10, Wilmot, Anna. Co. (TH), many reports May 15; 
PARULA May 10 at Wilmot (TH), many reports generally May 12 
and thereafter, Aspy Bay, Victoria Co. May 27 (WN et al); 
YELLOW April 26 Cape Sable (NC), a peak at Brier Is. May 26-
28 (EM et al), many reports of good numbers and arrival at 
Jigging Cove Lake, CBHNP, May 26 (PR); MAGNOLIA May 15, Broad 
Cove (SF) and Seal Is. (EM), very abundant, "lOO's" along the 
New Ross Road June 5 (CA), and May 27 at Warren Lake, CBHNP (WN); 
CAPE MAY May 15, Seal Is. (EM), May 16 North Mountain, Anna. 
Co. (RL), May 22 Petite Riviere, Lun. Co. (SC), May 23 St. 
Paul's Is. (WN), and June 5 Baddeck area (KM), total number of 
reports received, 6 birds on~y. 

The BLACK-THROATED BLUE May 9 Round Hill, Anna. Co. 
(WW), and May 26, Ingonish Beach (WN), never common, expect
able number of reports received; MYRTLE (an early date Mar. 27 
at Yarmouth Co. (LO) was probably a wintering bird, since half-
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a-dozen reports coincide), May 1-8, distribution general. As 
usual, this is our most reported warbler, but-in small numbers • 
until the end of May, when a big wave came in, 50+ counted 
May 27 at Brier Is. (EM et al) and 40+ on Seal Is., June 1 (BD 
et al). May 4 at Ingonish (MS) was the early Cape Breton date. 
BLACK-THROATED GREEN May 10 at w.ilmot (TH), many repo_rts for 
May 10-18, abundant by mid-May, reached Cape Breton. June 5, • 
Baddeck area (SM); BLACKBURNIAN May 22 at Seal Is. (BD et al) 
and at Truro (RB), 10 reports in all including one f~om Cape 
Breton, no date. given; CHESTNUT-SIDED May 16-22, heard first 
in Anna. Co. (TH,RL), then Kings (JSE), Yarmouth (MH et al), 
Lunenburg (SC) and abundant by May 27, in expectable habitat, 
no Cape Breton-record; BAY-BREASTED, May 22 on Seal Is. (BD et 
al) and central Hants (CA), heard since in the usual places, but 
no Cape Breton record as yet. Like the other warblers, the Bay
breast had a "peak" at Brier Is. May 27, 6 seen that day; BLACK-
POLL May 12, North Mountain, Anna.co.(RL) but most arrived 
May 22-29, and 60 were counted on Seal Is. June 1. Three on 
St. Paul's Is. May 23 and 1 at Victoria Junction May 29 are the 
Cape Breton dates (WN). 

The PALM April 24 at Broad Cove, Lun. Co.(BH,SF), May 2 
at Brookside, Hfx. Co.(FD), May 3 at Cape Sable (SS), several 
thereafter coinciding on May 7-8 and Palms not up to numbers 
until mid-May, after which well heard in the boggier type woods, 
and May 8 at Ingonish Beach (WN); OVENBIRD May 4 in Guysborough 
Co.(EL), May 8 at Pleasant Bay, Cape Breton (JT) and a wave 
May 19, many active birds shouting at one another in a small 
grove of mixed woods at Brookside, Hfx. Co., on the NSBS early 
morning trip. The Ovenbird is, if anything, heard more often 
this year than usual; NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH, May 12 at Wolfville 
(JIE) and May 23 at st. Paul's Is. (WN). At .. Cape Sable 1 came 
in on May 25, 1 on June 4. Only 7 reports received of this 
bird (10 birds); the MOURNING WARBLER May 22 at Seal Is. (BD 
et all and June 5 in the Baddeck area (KM), very few reports 
received, but this is usual; YELLOWTHROAT May 16 at Chebogue 
Point, Yar. Co.(MH), Seal Is. (EM et al)', North Mountain, 
Anna. Co.(RL) and Rocky Run, Hfx.co.(MC), May 23 at st. Paul's 
Is., May 29 at Glace Bay Sanctuary (WN). John Erskine has 
noted a scarcity of Yellowthroats in the Wolfville area, M. 
Hilton noted "the Quinan Woods are full of them", CRK Allen, 
upon consultation, said they were "perhaps a little down this 
year, in Halifax and Hants". 

There must have been a sizable migration,or several in 
fact, but it should be mentioned here that on the night of 
May 23, a great many warblers were killed at the Cape Sable 
Light (no doubt many many more went by unscathed), but 20 
Magnolias-, several each Black-and-White, Parula, Black-throated 
Green, Blackburnian, Bay-breasted, Blackpoll, 40 Yellowthroats 
and a few Canadas and Redstarts were found dead next morning 
(SS). The same thing happened on that night at the Western 
Light on Brier Is.(EM). The birds killed there were Black
and-White Warbler (1), Magnolia (7), Cape May, Black-throated 
Blue, Chestnut-sided, Blackpoll, 1 each, Ovenbird (2), Yellow
throat (10), Wilson's (1), Myrtle (2) and Redstart (2). It 
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is interesting to note the correspondence in numbers, but 
• difference in species at these two places. Eric Mills wrote 

that the next morning, May 25, "the trees around the island 
(Brier) were alive with birds all day--"; and, in spite of 
the kill, there were 30 Yellowthroats on Brier May 27, 26 at 
Seal Is. June 1 (NSBS party). 

The WILSON'S WARBLER, first date at st. Paul's Is. 
May 23 (WN), May 27 at CBH National Park (PR et al), then 
May 27 at Brier Is. (EM et al), May 29 at Cape Sable (SS) and 
at Cole Harbor, Hfx. Co. (JE); CANADA May 12 at Annapolis Co. 
(WW), May 16 at Truro park (RB) seen and heard in better than 
usual numbers and generally distributed in early June, one Cape 
Breton report, no date given; the AMERICAN REDSTART is our 
commonest warbler this year, very abundant and to be heard both 
in town and in the country. Two early reports are May 10, 
Annapolis Co.(TH) and May 15, Halifax Co.(CA), but most records 
are for May 22-29, the latter date first for Cape Breton, at 
Victoria Junction (WN). There were hundreds along the New Ross 
Road June 6, and over 90 counted along a 5-mile stretch of 
Highway 101, back of Mount Uniacke on June 19 (CA). Shirley 
Cohrs from Petite Riviere, Lun. Co., calls this "the year of 
the Redstart." 

There are rumors that the HOUSE SPARROW is scarce 
(Wolfville, JSE; Yarmouth, MH). This is not regrettable, but 
we have only the two reports, so cannot be more definite. 

On May 1, 2 BOBOLINKS paused at Broad Cove,(BH,SF) next 
seen on May 15 at Wolfville (JSE), May 16 at Kentville (AC) and 
May 20 at Yarmouth (MH), and at Ingonish (WN). M. Hilton noted 
"En route to and from the Hants Co. Field Day May 28 and 30, 
we found Nova Scotia full of them." Rare spring records of the 
EASTERN MEADOWLARK are 1 March 31, Cape Sable; 1, singing, Brier 
Is. April 11 (EM), 2 seen there May 25 also, and 1 May 24, Cape 
Sable (SS). The REDWINGED BLACKBIRD usually enters Nova Scotia 
from the west, and it is probable that the March sightings, of 
single birds, were of wintering individuals, but a flock, 
March 27 at Wilmot, Anna. Co.(TH) and 6 March 28 at Yarmouth 
(MH) were almost certainly migrants, as many reports follow for 
April 1: 3, Truro, RB; "arrived" April 1 at Guys. Co.(EM); 25 
males April 2, North Mountain, Anna. Co.(RL); flock of 40-50 
April 3 near Elderbank, Hfx. Co.(CA) and so on. By April 24 
they were "common in mixed flocks" in Hants Co.(CA) and on 
May 7 a small flock (7) was observed at the Cheticamp Campground, 
CBHNP (WN). 

The ORCHARD ORIOLE has begun to invade the mainland. 
On April 15 Leta Delaney at Port Maitland, Yar. Co., noticed a 
strange bird in her garden, "poking its bill into the Virginia 
bluebells. It never missed a blossom. Later it moved to the 
feeder and fed on the suet. It stayed around till April 24, 
quite tame. The bird had a black face and under throat, olive
green back with indistinct white wing-bars. It was yellow 
underneath and on the shoulder a dot, or brush stroke of henna. 
feathers. It was about the size of a female house sparrow. The 
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black on the bird was like velvet, and so black. That and the 
black "nose" were the first things I noticed about it. The 
yellow next the black was very deep and faded out as it went 
down the breast." Two other such birds (males) visited Mildred 
Hatfield's garden in Yarmouth around May 23, as reported to 
Marion Hilton, and 3 were observed May 27 on Brier Is.: 

"Orchard Oriole - Two females and a black-throated green 
male were associating with the many Baltimores at North 
Point on the morning of May 27. The slim yellow-green 
and smooth-backed females were easily distinguished from 
the orangy and mottled female Baltimores. The male sang 
once, and was photographed. The orioles were feeding at 
the tips of spruce branches (RA,DF,EM)." 

The BALTIMORE ORIOLE is still on the increase, first 
seen April 25 at Barrington (BD) and Glace Bay (EM), and several 
sightings May 15: 6 at Seal Is. (EM et al); 1 at Brookside, 
Hfx. Co.(FD); a pair at their old nesting site, Kentville (AC); 
then May 19 at Truro (RB); 15 at Seal Is. May 22 (BD et al); 
May 25 at Cole Harbor. (JE); May 26, Valley (RL,WW); 12 at 
Brier Is. May 26, 30 on the 27th. (DF et al); and a pair nest
ing June 5 at Yarmouth in M. Hilton's sycamore tree. Three 
young left the nest there July 2, one of which was picked up 
dead under the tree next day. 

On May 24 at Seal Island, Ben Doane saw an unusual 
bird, undoubtedly an oriole, which is tentatively identified 
as a BLACK-COWLED ORIOLE. Description of this bird, and a 
sketch of it made from memory, follow this general report. 
This could be the most exciting bird of the season, since it 
(like the Cave Swallow) could have come to us from the West 
Indies. 

The RUSTY BLACKBIRD appeared on April 1, seen at Cole 
Harbor, Hfx. Co.(JE) and in Shel. Co.(LG), a flock of around 
15 at Elmsdale, Hfx. Co., April 3 (CA) and 2, April 4 in 
Guysborough Co. (EL), 2 the same day in central Hants Co.(CA). 
On May 1, 2 were observed at Victoria Junction, Cape Breton 
(WN). Both the Redwing and the Rusty appear to be present in 
normal numbers, but the COMMON GRACKLE is somewhat down in 
numbers from last year, according to our reports. Earliest 
March sightings started March 15 at Cole Harbor (JE), March 21 
at Glace Bay (SM), March 26 at Wolfville (JSE), and March 28 
at Yarmouth (MH), but were of single birds, possibly wintering 
individuals. Flocks began to appear in early April: 10, April 3 
at Elmsdale (CA), 6 7 April 7 at Round Hill (WW), over 70 April 19 
at Brookside, Hfx. Co.CFO) and 42 May 9 in the Salmon River area, 
CBHNP (WN). 

The BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD remains abundant. J.S.Erskine 
of Wolfville wrote "The Cowbirds intelligently spent the winter 
in the feed mill at Port Williams. Once I saw what I took for 
a cloud of smoke rising from the mill, but it turned out to be 
at least a thousand Cowbirds on the wing." Flocks of from 10 
to 60 birds, males and females, are widespread around the 
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province, most of them seem to have left feeders the end of 
April. 

An unusual number of SCARLET TANAGERS has been obser
ved this spring, all in May, first reported 1 May 12-14, at 
Glace Bay (EM). This was well viewed by a class of local 
school children, brought by their teacher (Mrs. Pettipas) to 
study it. One of these tanagers stayed through part of May at 
Kejimkujik Park (MM), another was seen at Tiverton, Digby Co., 
May 26 (DF) and there were 5 on Brier Is. May 27 (DF et al), 
one also heard singing that day in south Halifax city (WC). 
On May 28, one was seen at Ingonish (WN) and on June 7, lat 
Homeville, Cape Breton (CF). 

Some of our most brilliant birds belong in the next 
group, the Fringillidae, and we have been exceptionally for
tunate this spring in the number of good sightings of unusual 
members of this group. 'l'he ROSE-BHEASTED GROSBEAK is not 
unusual, but has come in unusual numbers (so noted by J. s. 
Erskine and others), first seen May 15, 2 males and 3 females 
at Brier Is. (EM et al), May 16 in Halifax Co. (DJ), Wolfville 
May 21 (JE), May 22 in Hants Cb.(CA), 10 of these birds on Seal 
Is. on this date (8D et al), 35 on Brier Is. May 27 (EM et al), 
and 2 June 5 in the Baddeck area (KM), widely reported elsewhere. 

A BLUE GROSBEAK, a male in fine plumage, stayed 4-5 
days after June 4 at a feeder (Rockingham, Hfx.CO.) belonging 
to the Robertsons, neighbors of the Eric Mills', who viewed the 
bird. Another Blue Grosbeak provided a wonderful opportunity 
for comparison with a male INDIGO BUNTING at Cape Sable April 
25(SS). The 2 birds arrived mid-afternoon after a rain, and 
sat upon a cement block together at the end of the engine house, 
to dry off in the sun. As Betty June Smith wrote, it was an 
ideal spot, as she and Sid could watch, well hidden by the 
engine house. Later the bunting was seen, feeding in a field, 
a female (Indigo Bunting) with him. Another of these bright 
blue birds stayed from April 28 to May 12 in the vicinity of 
Cartaret Street in Halifax, where many of us made pilgrimages 
to watch it, often as it fed among House Sparrows, a startling 
contrast. At Glace Bay, May 16-20, a "very tame Indigo Bunting, 
imm. or in transition plumage, ate rolled oats at a feeder, by 
choice", according to Katherine MacRae. Two males of this 
species were seen on Brier Is., at Westport on May 27, one of 
them or another was there 2 days later (EM et al). 

One bird responsible perhaps more than most for swell
ing the ranks of the bird watchers, certainly for the establish
ment of town "feeders", the EVENING GROSBEAK, stayed with us up 
to mid-April this year, flocks dwindlinCJ from 50 to 5, last 
seen in Yarmouth (at feeders) April 20 (MH), at Cole Harbor, 
Hfx. Co. April 18 (JE). There :_,;ere large flocks in Cape Breton 
in March, e.g. over 200, Margaree Valley March 20 (WN). Again 
we have reports suggesting that the grosbeaks have begun breed
ing in Nova Scotia. Whitehead wrote May 31, "One pair has 
again settled in Round Hill" (Anna. Co.) "and can be seen or 
heard daily." From Glace Bay June 6, Hedley Hopkins wrote of 
a pair searching for a nest. The best (most convincing) report 
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to date was received last winter, via Dr. Harrison Lewis, to 
whom it was sent by Robert G. Ling of Sudbury, Mass., Dec. 26, 
1970: 

On the afternoon of August 6, 1970, my wife and I were 
birding along the east shore of Cape Blomidon. Referr
ing to the Nova Scotia Official Highway Map, there is a 
road which runs in a general northeasterly direction 
from the town of Blomidon for a distance of about four 
miles to a dead end. A few hundred yards before reach
ing that dead end there is a steep pull-off on the Minas 
Basin side of the road where we found a family of five 
Evening Grosbeaks feeding on berry seeds. First saw 
about 4 p.m. and watched them for an hour. 

We had seen adults many times in New England and up in 
Quebec and Ontario, but these were our first juveniles. 
Based on wing markings, two of them were males and one 
female. As you will see from the enclosed slides, they 
were approximately the same size as the male adult. 

There was a great deal of flying from limb to iimb and 
from tree to tree. The female kept out of our sight 
most of the time and when we did see her she was feed
ing only one of the young. The male adult was in view 
the greater part of the time and always seemed to have 
two of the young with him. 

As reported in the last Newsletter, PURPLE FINCHES 
began appearing in March. The Elliotts at Little Salmon River 
Drive, Hfx. Co., had 1 on March 5 7 8 on March 6, on which 
latter date these finches were reported near the Grand Pr~ 
(CA) and at Wilmot, Anna. Co.(TH). The Topples at Lake Loon 
near Dartmouth had 1 March 2 and 20 March 14. Thereafter 
many were reported quite generally, seen April 4 on Smoky 
(Cape Breton, WN) and by early May "100's" at the Jeffries in 
B011lderwood, Hfx. Co. The PINE GROSBEAK, invisible throughout 
the winter has reappeared, 9 reports received March 27 on, of 
1-J birds, each, in central N. s. and Cape Breton, in wooded 
areas. The PINE SISKIN has also come back, abundant in 
selected areas: "swarms in the woods from March until May", 
(Wolfville,JSE), 25 counted May 27 in CBHNP (WN et al). 

The AMERICAN GOLDFINCH, also practically unseen last 
winter, returned in March, a flock of 25 at Three Fathom Harbor 
March 14 (FD), and half-a-dozen at least to be heard and/or 
seen on country trips thereafter. In Cape Breton Sara MacLean 
saw Goldfinches April 6 "the first appearance after a complete 
absence all winter. Now they are everywhere, more numerous than 
usual." At Cape Sable small flocks were seen May 29, June 2 
and ,lune 6, the comment by the Smiths "strange to have these 
in spring". On M'ay 28, 25 were seen on Brier Is., down to 6 
by the 30th.(NSBS party). Ross Baker at Truro mentions them 
as particularly numerous there in early May. He also noted 
that the RED CROSSBILL was in the Park since February in flocks, 
which built up to "hundreds" in May. Other reports of this 
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Crossbill came from Cape Breton (Margaree, WN), Pleasant Bay UT), 
Guys. Co.(EL), Central Hants (CA) and Lun. Co.(BH,SF,FD), of l 
to 4 birds per sighting, although the Pleasant Bay flock was 
larger, 15-20 birds. The WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL is represented 
by 1 pair only, seen in the Park at Truro May 7 (RB). 

There were three spring sightings of the RUFOUS-SIDED 
TOWHEE, one bird at Broad Cove, Lun. Co,, May 15 (SF,BH) and l 
May 27 at Brier Is., "heard in song at North Point", another in 
the village the same day (NSBS party). 

A peak Migration of IPSWICH SPARROWS was observed from 
early April to the 10th. of the month (IM). This occurred 
along the beaches in Hfx. Co. where 5 per mile were seen on 
April 1, rose to 15+ per mile by April 7, back to about 5 on 
the 10th. and thereafter dropped off with 2 birds still present 
at Martinique Beach on June 3 - a late date. On May 9 one was 
seen by the same observer on the shore at Porter's Lake much 
farther from the surf and marram grass than these birds usually 
stray. Dr. McLaren is hopeful of a cross-breeding between this 
bird and a Savannah Sparrow if further observations can he made. 
Other sightings of this species were 2 at Broad Cove April 3 (Ill!, 
SF) and 2 at Cape Sable (SS). 

The first SAVANNAH SPARROWS reported on Apr.i 1 13 were 
at Brier Is., 15 counted (EM), since when singles or several 
have been seen from Yarmouth to Cape Breton. Fifty, however, 
were at Seal Is. on May 22-24 (RD et al). It js interesting 
to note that while this number was seen at Seal rs., there were 
none at Brier Is.(EM). By now, of course, practically every 
grassy field has at least one pair detected by their husky 
insect-like song which slightly resembles that of a song 
sparrow with a bad case of laryngitis. 

There are only 2 reports of SHARP-TAILED SPARROWS - one 
of the latest, if not the latest, migrant to reach us. Both 
observations were on the same date at the same place (IM,EC) 
and could well have been the same birds, at Conrad's Geach, 
Hfx. Co. May 30. Following directions from locals, Davis Flnch 
succeeded in seeing a lone silent VESPER SPARROW at the Alder
shot sand plains about June 1. A bit earlier 1 was seen at 
Seal Island May 22-24 (BD et al) and another js reported (no 
date or place) from Cape Breton. One more report is of one 
seen in the Wolfville area on May 9 (JSE). 

It is most gratifying that more and more of our corres
pondents are sending in reports on first arrivals, when common, 
of our bread-and-butter birds like the SLATE-Crn,ORED JUNCO, 
whose observations follow. 

These early birds seemed to arrive about on schedule, 
a half-dozen seen March 13 at the east end of Crescent Reach 
(CA) probably being winter residents. From there on they 
appeared in singles or several at a time from March 20 (1~1) to 
the end of the month. There were 6 in Shelburne Co. on April 7, 
6 in Anna. Co. on April 6, and "scores" on April 7 and again 
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on April 17 (WW). Good numbers were also at Bear River on 
April 11 (JT). From mid-April on they seemed to have settled 
in and anyone travelling their chosen habitat was sure to find 
them. The greatest numbe~ reported on such an expedition was 
40+ in the woods off Highway 101, June 19 (CA). On the other 
hand, a report from Yar. Co.(MH) states that they are scarcer 
than usual in that vicinity. 

A rather late TREE SPARROW was seen at Wilmot (TH) on 
April 2. CHIPPING SPARROWS arrive well behind the first wave 
of migrants, but still slightly ahead of the main warbler influx. 
The first record is of one May 8 at Wilmot (TH); there were 2 
on May 17 at Cape Sable (SS) and 1 on each of the following days. 
At least 4 were in the Cole Harbor - Chezzetcook area on May 15 
(CA) and one at Brookside, Hfx. Co. on the 16th.(FD). We never 
get records of large movements of this species in the spring, 
but there were 10 seen by the NSBS party on Seal Island on 
May 22-24, where birds tend to concentrate. Again found none 
at Brier Is. on May 22 (EM). 

The first WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS were seen at Cape 
Sable where 4 appeared on May 7 (SS). Just one was seen by the 
NSBS party May 22-24 at Seal Is. where this species is some
times quite common in the fall, but 7 were at this same island 
the previous week, May lS-17 (EM). One more appeared May 31 
at Cape Sable (SS) and one is reported from Cape Breton. 

A gratifying spate of WHITE-THROATED SPARROW reports 
has come in - enough to supply some information on the general 
movement. This species seemed to arrive about on schedule 
early in May, although 2 early records - 2 at Annapolis {WW) 
and one near Yarmouth April 6 (MH,VK) - could have been early 
stragglers. They were present in goodly numbers and in full 
song at Qui.nan, Yar. Co., on May 20 (MH,DK,DR,VK), although the 
first report of a singing male is from Broad Cove on May 9 (BH, 
SF). The first for the season in Shel. Co. was reported at 
In,Jomar on April 26 (LG) and by May 6 they had reached as far 
as Guysborough Co.(EL). By May 22 they were reported as 
"abundant on territory" in Central Hants Co.(CA) and as "very 
common" at Pleasant Bay, Viet. Co.(JT). What looks like 2 
clear-cut waves show from reports at Cape Sable (SS) and Brier 
Is.(EM et al)! 

At the former locality, 2 appeared on April 25, 30+ 
on May 5, "a whole flight of immatures and matures" May 7 and 
1 in song May 29. 

At Brier Is. there were 10 on May 26, 30 from the 
27th. to the 29th. and 6 on the 30th. Five also were seen at 
Seal Is. on the May 22-24 NSBS trip, making an interesting 
comparison with the other 2 localities. Isolated comparisons 
such as these are of little significance, but since we now 
have regular spring reporters from these three areas, future 
figures as to numbers may give us some clues on the entry points 
(into N.S.) of this species. 

The FOX SPARROWS arrived early, but in nothing like 
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the floods which invade the province in some years. Perhaps 
more northern migration routes were fairly passable. The first 
observation was of 2 at Broad Cove on March 27 (BH,SF). Three 
were there March 28 (same observers) and 1 at Ingomar on the 
same date (LG). On March 29 and 30, one appeared at a feeder 
in Yarmouth (MH), and 1 at Wilmot on the same date. A number 
of other singles are reported for the last of March and first 
few days of April, but the only resemblance to a movement is the 
report from Brookside, Hfx. Co.(FD) where the first 2 appeared 
on March 30, one on the 31st., 4 April z, 25 April 4 1 2 April 8 
and one each on April 9 and 20; this last, incidentally, being 
the latest late report. 

Six reports of LINCOLN'S SPARROWS have been recejved: 
one May 10 at Wine Harbor, Guys. Co. (GM), 1 on the NSBS trip 
May 22-24, 1 at C.B. National Part May 27, and another from 
Cape Breton (no date), 1, June 6 at Cole Harbor (JE). 

SWAMP SPARROWS did not distinguish themselves by early 
stragglers - and seldom do. The first seen was at Clyde River, 
Shel. Co. (BD). Two were•at Cape Sable May 7, a single on the 
May 22-24 Seal Is. NSBS trip, 1 on the 22nd. at Dingwall, C.B. 
(WN), 1 at Yarmouth May 26 (MH) and 2 May 29 during the Hants 
Co. NSBS trip. Because of their song, which can be mistaken for 
that of a Junc~Chipping Sparrow, Palm Warbler, etc., at least 
by non-experts in this field, and because of their rather 
secretive habits these birds are probably often overlooked by 
observers. 

Again it is gratifying to be able to record the build
up of a common bird like the SONG SPARROW. The singing bird 
heard March 3 at Wilmot (TH) could be suspected of being a 
winter resident who - unlike winter robins - can be stimulated 
to burst into song. They have been heard holding forth at 
least as early as mid-February, weeks before the first bona fida 
migrants appear. Another single at the Dartmouth pi.ggery was 
undoubtedly one of a number of sparrows who wintered among the 
nightshade vines in this odouriferous, but fascinating, bird 
haven. Ethel Crathorne•s singer on March 13 in Dartmouth is 
on the borderline, but still early. The Cape Sable birds, on 
the other hand, were probably migrants; there was 1 on March 17, 
one on the 27th. and 8 on the 28th., 31st, and April 11 (SS). 
Also, fishermen off Wedgeport saw Song Sparrows March 28, head
ing for land (JIP). A bird at Brookside on March 28 for the 
first time was in territory which had been closely watched all 
winter. 

From then on, the build-up was normal. At Chebogue 
on April 11, almost every roadside bush held a singing male, or 
so it seemed, as several could be heard at once every time the 
car was stopped.(CA). 

The Seal Is. report of May 22-24 would suggest that 
• late migrants were still passing through, as 30 were seen 

(NSBS) and Seal is not a hospitable island for breeders of this 
species. By now (June 30) territories have long been estab
lished, mates found, eggs laid and hatched and the young are 
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taking their slim chances of survival among the many enemies 
who seek them out among the hedgerows and bushlands. 

The LAPLAND L0NGSPUR barely made th:j.s report with one 
seen at Glace Bay on April 10 (WN). 

SNOW BUNTINGS usually pass westward along the coast, 
at least in the Halifax area late in October and early .in 
November, and then become quite rare, although large £l·oclcs 
are regular in certain places inland. This year there was 
some reversal of this trend, possibly because deep snow covered 
the weed tops and rorced many or them back to the coast. At 
any rate, they were regularly seen along the shore throughout 
the winter. A small flock spent the winter at "the hen ranch" 
in Glace Bay, at least until March 27 (JM); 30 were at Brook
side, Hfx. Co. on March 13 (FD), an unusual habitat since it 
is largely wooded with smaller open areas than this species 
prefers, and 26 were seen there again on the 17th. 

The last late straggler was observed there on April 9 
(FD). Englishtown, Cape Breton had a flock of 28 on March 15 
{WN) and there were 40 at Cole Harbor on March 21 (BIO. There 
were 2l at Wolfvill·e on March 6 (CA) and l last at Cape Sable 
on Ma.rch 27 (SS). 

Observers upon whose records the above report was 
based are as follows: C.R.K. Allen (CA}~ R,oss Anderson (RA), 
Ross Baker (RB), F.G. Barrett {PB), Evatt Bishop {EB}, Harry 
Brennan (HB), Hazel Carmichael {HC), Alice Chisholm (AC), .Molly 
Clayden {MC), Shirley Cohrs and family {SC), Cyril Coldwell (CC}, 
Eric Cooke (EC), Ethel Crathorne (ECr), Norman Cunn.i.ngham CNC), 
Leta Delaney (LD) • Ben Doane (£\D), Fred and Evelyn Dobson {'P'D) •• 
Phyllis Dobson {PD), Margy Dunphy (MD} 1 Ann Doul1 (AD)• Jim .and 
Gillian Elliott {JE}. John s. Erskine (JSE) • Da:vis Finch (DP'.), 
Marjorie Foote, Jean-Fraser {JF), Sylvia Fullerton (SF), Loran 
Goulden {LG)• Thelma Hawkins {THl, Chris and Mary Helleiner (CH), 
Ward and Phyllis Hemeon (WH) • David and Marie Henry (DH)• M.,w. 
Hilton (MH), Barbara Hinds (BH) ~ Andy Hopkins {AH), Adele 
Hurlburt (AH)• Donald and Charlotte Jef'fries (DJ), V,an Killam 
{VK}, Dorothy Kirk (DK}, Robert Lamberton (RL) ., Evelyn Lowerison 
{EL)• Ian McLaren {IM), E.,S~ MacLeod, Gordon MacLeod {GM), Eric 
Mills {EM), Willet Mills {vm) 1 Mark Mowatt {MM), .J. Israel .Pothier 
(JIP}, !Dorothy Rawlins (DR}, Helena Read, Margaret Secco (MS), 
R.W. and Betty Topple (RT), w.E .. Whitehead {WW}, Hazel Williamson 
(Hkl) •••••• and f'rom the Cape Breton Branch, Mary Barker (MB), 
'Thomas Bellis (TB)• Lantz Cook (LC), Ross Crouse (RC), Gordon 
Doucette (GD) , Irene Gettas ( IG) • Hedley H,oplcins (HH) , Mike 
Jones (MJ), Pat Kennedy (PIO, Debbie Lamberton (DL), Robert 
Lamberton (RL) • Art Moore (AM}, David McCormick {DM), Edith 
MacLeod (EM), Sara MacLean (S:M)"' Francis MacKinnon {FM), ·George 
MacIntosh {GM)• .John MacDonald (JMJ, Katherine .MacRae (Kl'IU, 
Wayne Neily {WN) • John o•Connell {JO), Ed l?elger (EP), Betty 
Reid (BR), Barbara Rochester (BR), George Rochester (GR), 
Patrick Rousseau (PR), George Spencer (GS), Raz.el Stockley {HS), 
Murray Stockley (MS), Jean Timpa (JT). From Cape Sable Sidney, 
Betty June and Benjamin Smith {SS) and f'rom Halifax Dr. H. s. 
Still (HS). 
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SABLE ISLAND NOTES, APRIL - JUNE, 1971 

by I. A. McLaren 

Observations were made beginning in early April by 
Jean Boulva (JB), Wayne Stobo (WS), Dan Welsh (DW), and on a 
brief June visit by me (IM). As usual, only highlights will 
be noted. 

Pelagics after the winter's KITTIWAKES and FULMARS 
were an early WILSON'S PETREL on May 2 (JB), followed by a 
PARASITIC JAEGER on May 10 and several others through late 
May. Outstanding was a POMARINE JAEGER well observed on the 
beach on May 23 (OW). The first shearwater was a GREATER 
found dead on· May 23, but these were vastly outnumbered (20 
to 1 by count) through early June by SOOTIES, which were first 
seen on May 26 and counted around the island as 1 1 000 on 
June 2 and 2 7 500 on June 10-14. Whirling flocks of hundreds 
at times fed within a stone's throw of the beach. In one of 
these flocks on June 14, IM and JB were privileged to see a 
MANX SHEARWATER. Late ICELANI? GULLS - up to June 14 (1) -
deserve note. 

Some idea of the numbers of migrants on the island 
and the relative numbers of unusual strays can be estimated 
from counts made in connection with an as yet incompleted 
census of the entire IPSWICH SPARROW population. Over about 
two-thirds of the island, closely covered between June 10 and 
16, well after the peak of migration, we counted 73 non
resident individual birds, among which four were acceptably 
rare: a PURPLE GALLINULE (ws, John Shaw), two YELLOW-BILLED 
CUCKOOS, and a female HOODED WARBLER. Other rarities were 
seen outside census areas. 

The following unadorned list will confirm the Sable 
reputation: a BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON March 21 - April 11, 
a GREEN HERON April 30-May 21, an UPLAND PLOVER May 13 (JB), 
an immature LAUGHING GULL May 14 (JB) and an adult May 28 (DW), 
a second Nova Scotian spring record for the WESTERN KINGBIRD 
on April 10 (OW), two ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOWS May 8 and singles 
May 13-16 (JB,WS,DW), a very early BROWN THRASHER on April 2 
(DW) and one on May 8 and 14 were augmented by 4 on May 16, a 
WOOD THRUSH on May 18 ( JB, DW) and another on June 2 ( JB) , a 
PROTHONOTARY WARBLER on April 18 accompanied by an unusually 
early WILSON'S WARBLER and OVENBIRD (all JB,WS)', a female 
HOODED WARBLER M&.y 16 (JB,DW) and another on .June 12-14 (IM 
et al) , a LOUIS L1NA WATER'l'HRUSH May 2 7 ( DW) 1 a young male 
ORCHARD ORIOLE on May 16 (JB,DW), a male SCARLET TANAGER on 
May 27, a female BLUE GROSBEAK on April 27 (JB,WS) and 2 males 
on May 5 (WS), a male and female INDIGO BUNTING on April 27 
and females on May 21 and Jun~ 10, four TOWHEES on May 16 and 
one on June 15, single FIELD SPARROWS on May 2 (JB) and May 16 
(DW,JB). It's hard to know which ones should be underlined. 

It may be of interest to give some arrival, departure, 
and peak dates of a few more regular transients for comparison 
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with those of mainland sites. Among winter residents, 500 
SNOW BUNTINGS were seen on April 5 (DW) and a few remained on 
April 9. A lingering TREE SPARROW was present May 13-16 and 
a stray PINE GROSBEAK on June 6 7 the last hardly qualifying as 
a winter resident. SONG SPARROWS,were first seen April 2 and 
peaked sharply at 90 on April 4. FOX SPARROWS were also present 
from April 2, but did not peak (40+) until April 9. Apart from 
the unusually early trio noted above, warblers arrived as 
follows: OVENBIRD (April 27), PALM (May 3), BLACK-THROATED 
GREEN (May 4), PARULA, MAGNOLIA, MYRTLE, BAY-BREASTED and 
YELLOW-THROAT on May 16 1 BLACKBURNIAN and CHESTNUT-SIDED on 
May 19, BLACK-THROATED BLUE on May 24, YELLOW and N. WATER
THRUSH on May 25. Later arrivals would clearly not be in the 
vanguard. HERMIT THRUSHES were late, the first one on April 
27, but SWAINSON'S and GREY-CHEEKED were right on time on 
May 25. A ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK on April 26 and three 
CATBIRDS on the 27th. must be rated as early. 

Among summer residents, the LEAST SANDPIPERS arrived 
April 25, SPOTTEDS on April 27 1 ARCTIC and COMMON TERNS on 
May 11, one day earlier than last year's and ROSEATES on 
May 13. 

We' 11 let you .know how many IPS\HCH SPARROWS there 
are later. 

A BLACK-COWLED ORIOLE? 

by B. K. Doane 

On the afternoon of May 24th, 1971, while waiting 
for the boat to come for our return trip from Seal Island 
(Yarmouth County, N, s.), I wandered away from the rest of 
our group and walked part way down the road leading from the 
west-side village to the east-side. The wind was strong 
westerly (30-40 mph) and the sun bright. Just beyond the 
last of the houses at the west-side, I stopped to look at 
tbree birds which landed in low brush about 50 or 60 feet 
away:'from me. They had flown across the meadow south of 
"Cranberry Pond" and perched facing to the west, in good 
light, where they remained for probably no more than a minute 
or two before risi.ng· suddenly up into the air and flying to
ward the high land at the south-western part of the island. 
Two of the birds were bobolinks. The third was clearly an 
oriole. 

For the duration of my brief viewing of the oriole, 
it sat quite still and presented approximately a three
quarter frontal view so that I could see the head, face and 
neCk 1 breast, belly, left wing, and all of the tail beyond the 
lefL wing-tip. The rump was not visible, nor was much of the 
back, When .the bird flew, it rose rapidly into the sunlight, 
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so that further details were not seen. It was observed briefly 
with 10 x 35 binoculars. 

Description: The face, top of head, and as much of 
the nape and hind-neck as were visible were solid black. Black 
appeared to extend to a clear edge separating the breast from 
the~ yellow below. The wings were conspicuously black. 
(If there was yellow in the bend of the wing, as the hypothetical 
identification would suggest there should be, this feature was 
missed. I was not looking for it, and it might have blended 
into the yellow of the upper belly. However, there was n0t 
sufficient yellow in the wing to produce a striking identifj
cation in the rather smooth black contour which seemed to run 
from the separation of breast from belly, thence down the wing 
to the top, and then for the full length of the tail.) The 
upper wing coverts (greater or middle) had enough light color
ing to give the impression of faint wing-bars, but clear wing 
bars or white wing markings were conspicuously absent. The· 
entire visible extent of the tail was solid black. I could 
not be sure of either the upper or lower tail coverts. The 
belly was striking in that it was lemon yellow, not orange or 
yellow~orange. The bill was. dark. Color of the legs and eyes 
was not noted. Size was approximately that of a Baltimore 
Oriole. 

Possible Species: 

(1) Atypical or aberrant variations of familiar 
orioles. The color pattern was similar to the adult male 
Baltimore Oriole, with important differences. Even if the 
orange of the Baltimore were replaced by yellow, the black of 
the Baltimore's throat would have to be extended to include 
all of the breast, and the orange of the distal portion of the 
outer tail feathers (lateral retrices) would have to be re
placed with black. The Baltimore also has more white in the 
wings. The color pattern of the adult male Orchard Oriole is 
more like that of this bird, although again the black does not 
extend as far down the front as on the observed bird. Also, 
substitution of lemon yellow for the normal rust or chestnut 
coloring of the adult male Orchard Oriole seems unlikely, as 
immature male and adult female Orchard Orioles are not as 
brilliant yellow as was this bird. 

(2) Scott•s Oriole (Icterus parisorum). This 
species has yellow in the proximal part of the feathers, 
which should have been seen beyond the wing tips. Its range 
is south-western United States and western Mexico, so that it 
would be a most unlikely accidental here. 

(3) Black-headed (Audubon's) Oriole (Icterus 
qraduacauda). This species has a yellow back and less exten
sive black in the breast, so,that even at the angle from which 
this bird was seen, it should have shown an interruption of 
the black contour between the breast and wing. Its range is 
southern Texas and Central America. 

(4) Black-cowled Oriole (Icterus prostheffielas). 
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This seems to be the most likely species. It is a resident of 
eastern Mexico and Central America, and what are probably 
several varieties of the same species (sub-species or races) 
are listed in Bond's Birds of the West Indies as separate 
species ("Black-cowled Oriole"or''Icterus dominicensis"; 

'Montserrat Oriole" or "Icterus oberi"; and"St. Lucia Oriole" 
or "Icterus laudabilis"). All mature males have predominantly 
black plumage, including the head, throat, breast, nape and 
hind-neck, wing and tail. The Black-cowled Oriole has a lemon 
yellow belly and yellow in the rump (not visible in this obser
vation). Some have an indistinct horizontal band of dark 
chestnut blending into the black of the lower breast (if 
present, not noticed in this case). The Black-cowled Oriole 
has some yellow at the bend of the wing (not noted) and 
usually some yellow in the upper wing coverts (seen only as 
light coloring in this bird). It occurs throughout the West 
Indies, including the Bahamas, Cuba, and Puerto Rico. Accord
ingly, its range as well as the features observed would make 
it a more likely candidate than the other lemon yellow orioles 
with black head and breast. If the bird were a hybrid, again 
the Black-cowled seems the species most likely to produce the 
predominant features seen in this instance. The association 
of this bird with the two Bobolinks was interesting, but one 
could only speculate whether it had travelled with them in 
migration. The Baltimore Orioles seen on the island on the 
same trip were not with Bobolinks, most being a.lone or with 
others of their own species. 

This bird was seen so briefly that there would hardly 
have been time to act with either a collecting gun ol'.' camera. 
Unfortunately, then, its identification remains quite hypo
thetical, and although the "process of elimination" seems to 
leave little choice other than a Black-cowled Oriole, this 
bird, plus the Cave Swallow taken on the same island one week 
earlier, must emphasize the importance of looking carefully at 
individual birds seen anywhere along the Nova Scotia coast in 
migration season. 

HOW REPORTS SHOULD BE SENT 

A number of people have asked if there is any partic
ular way in which reports should be sent for the Newsletter. 
This gives me the opportunity to say yes, there is, and to 
thank those reporters who are now using this method. 

Following is a form, suggesting the easiest way, for 
reporters and editor, to send in records; but slips of paper, 
roughly 2" x 3" do just as well. The form is an ordinary sheet 
of paper, ruled in 4 x 4, which can then upon receipt be cut 
into slips for filing. Birds (reports of) are filed in envel
opes, each species separate, so it is necessary to include all 
information (place, .£ili and observer's name) on each slip. 
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Example: 

ROBIN 

5 

April 3/71 

Ecum Secum, 
Halifax Co. 

John Jones 

all bright males 

Example: 

SONG SPARROW 

1 (singing) 

April 4/71 

Necum Teuch, 
Halifax Co. 

John & Mary 
Jones 

(comments 
over) 

Example: 

BLUE-FACED 
BOOBY 

1 

May 5/71 

West Quoddy, 
Halifax Co. 

Tom Smith 

(see letters) 

Example: 

GT.BLUE HERON 

1 - April 1 
2 - April 3 

20 - April 5 
(and since) 

Chezzetcook 
Inlet, Hfx.Co, 

Alphonse Cornea\ 

Species 

Number 

Date 

Place 

Name of 
observer 

Comments 
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,. 
Please understand that this is not a rule, any 

reports are gratefully accepted; but, if incorporated ·in a 
letter must be "exfrad:ed", i.e. copied out separately by 
the editor, and near the deadline for publication, when many 
letters come in, this can amount to a gargantuan. task. If_ 
you find it tiresome to write your name out 50 times, multiply 
that by 50 and you will see what I mean. 

Yours in hopes, 

Phyllis Dobson, Editor 

REPORTS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER DUE OCTOBER 25, 1971. 

BIRD SOCIETY ACTIVITIES 

The two meetings held by the Nova Scotia Bird Society 
in the new museum on Summer Street, Halifax, during March and 
April proved very successful. Both were well attended and the 
re-institution of "coffee and conversation" met with universal 
approval. At the March meeting a panel discussion on bird 
identification featured three of our experts, Dr. L.B. 
Macpherson, Dr. Eric Mills and Mr. C.R.K. Allen, and a lively 
question and answer period followed. Mr. Eric Cooke, chairman 
of the program committee, then outlined the field trip sched
ule for the ensuing season, with particular mention of the new 
junior participation plan. 

At the meeting on April 22, Dr. Ian McLaren gave an 
illustrated lecture on the birds of Sable Island, starring the 
Ipswich Sparrow of course, but also including many beautiful 
color slides of the island itself, and its native mammals, 
the seals, and th~ ponies. Dr. McLaren, as usual, 4ombined 
very cleverly the maximum of scientific information with the 
maximum of entertainment, giving us an unforgettable evenin3. 

So far the field trips have taken place according to 
schedule. {See the April Newsletter). From Cape Breton, 
Wayne Neily reports: 

27 February - Sydney - Pt. Morien. Leader F. MacKinnon. 
26 species, 17 observers. Highlights: 2 Pintail, 1 
Green-winged Teal and l American Widgeon at Wentworth 
Park; 60 Greater Scaup at Glace Bay Sanctuary; 3 Bald 

- 84 -



Eagles (ice of Sydney Harbor); 1 Glaucous Gull, Sydney 
River. 

20 March - Margaree. Leader T. s. Bellis. 
22 species (plus 3 mammals), 11 observers. Highlights: 
81 Common Mergansers, 2 Bald Eagles, 1 Northern Shrike, 
1 Red-winged Blackbird, 207 Evening Grosbeaks, 1 Red 
Crossbill. 

27 March - Pt. Aconi. Leader w. Neily. 
Tracks, trees and Turres. 9 present, 18+ bird species, 
many trees and shrubs identified. Even the weather co
operated and we had enough snow to see tracks, including 
snowshoe hare, red squirrel, fox, crow, and ring-necked 
pheasant. We also saw the pheasant, along with 4 (large) 
gull species (including 4 glaucous), 50 Oldsquaw, 9 
Common Eiders, and 1 Turr. Also heard the first Song 
Sparrow singing of theyear. (A "turr" is a Common 
Murre). 

In the Halifax area, four trips were held in May, 
three "early morning" (6-8 a.m.) trips led by Eric Cooke, 
Kearney Lake Road; Fred Dobson, Prospect Road; Ben Doane, 
Susie Lake; and culminating in the all-day trip through Hants 
County, led by C.R.K. Allen. This pretty well covered the 
migration; and although the weather remained cold and over
cast, most species were observed, but not in great numbers. 
One exception to this occurred on May 19 when in a woods 
trail back of the Prospect Road the Ovenbirds had just arrived. 
Half-a-dozen or more were singing in the treetops in a small 
grove, all in different keys, all at the tops of their voices. 
Most of us had never seen the underside of an Ovenbird before. 
The Hants County trip netted 68 species, Black Duck broods 
were out, and the most numerous of the woodland birds were 
the Flicker (12+), Robins (uncountable), the Solitary Vireo 
(8+), the Chestnut-sided Warbler (10+) and the American 
Redstart (12+), all expectable in this territory. 

On May 23, eighteen young people equipped with 
binoculars assembled at the Museum and were packed into four 
cars and taken by members of the NSBS to the Susie Lake Road, 
for a half-day expedition, which again proved very successful, 
and a good beginning for what. we hope and plan to be a 
continuing program. 

The three trips to Seal Island and the one to Brier 
Island in May brought in valuable migration reports. May 15, 
J.;6, 17 saw Ian McLaren, Ross Anderson and Eric Mills at Seal 
Island; May 22, 23, 24 there,Ben.Doane, Roddy Doane, Eric 
Cooke, Tony and Carolyn Locke, and Dennis Gordon; May 30 to 
June 1, Davis Finch. At Brier Island, May 26 to May 30, Eric 
and Ann Mills, and Ross Anderson were joined by Davis Finch 
through May 26 to 29. 
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LETTERS PRO AND CON 

Dr. Eric L. Mills 
President, Nova Scotia Bird Society 
c/o Nova Scotia Museum of Science 
1747 Summer St., Halifax, N. s. 

Dear Dr. Mills: 

I have read with great interest both your circular 
letter to the members of the Society and Dr. Lewis' reply; 
and, after reading both, I must confess I am torn two ways. 
I wonder how many other members will feel the same way. 

This matter was brought up last year at the Executive 
Meeting of the Cape Breton Branch of the Nova Scotia Bird 
Society, when I was on the Executive as Vice-President. There 
were some who felt that the words "Birdwatcher" and "Bird 
Society" have been so abused by cartoonists, motion picture 
and TV productions that they create a bad image or one that 
is, to say the least, not fla±tering. For that reason, they 
were very much in favor of changing the name. Alonq with 
that, we have found in this part of the Society a keen inter
among our members in other aspects of natural science, 
.particularly as regards our wild flowers, shrubs and trees, 
so much so that we planned outings for these pursuits alone. 
The one on trees was in early April and did not come off due 
to a storm. The one on flowers was held in the summer in the 
Marble Mountain region, and though I did not attend, I under
stand that it was enjoyed greatly by a good representation of 
members. I cannot say that I found this in any way detracted 
from the interest in birds at that time or later. J would 
think that, regardless of what the Society is called, the Cape 
Breton Branch will continue to include other phases of nature 
in its program. 

Personally, I do not fear that there will be a 
dwindling of interest in birds in favor of these other fields. 
Flowers and shrubs will get some attention during their brief 
seasons, and trees will be a subject on which to digress (if 
that is the proper word), once in a while to give a break. 
Insects are so vast in species that the average amateur is 
overwhelmed and scared off from making it a hobby, At the 
same time, a talk by an expert or an enthusiastic amateur -
if one can be found - would provide another interesting break, 
Mammals are too scarce to sustain interest as a hobby, but 
here again, a person with a more than average knowledge on this 
subject can provide an interesting evening's talk, or illum
inating sidelight while on a field trip. 

Birds, on the other band, because of their ready 
availability, because they can be studied from your kitchen 
window or found easily on a field trip and because there is 
the always possible adventure of spotting something rare, 
e.g. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, will always have the major 
appeal and will receive the greater share of attention. 
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Thus, to sum up so far, I feel that a change from the 
present name would benefit our "image", particularly with the 
younger generation, whom we feel, shy away from an organi
zation with an image such as is created in people's minds now 
by the terms "Bird Watcher" and "Bird Society". Along with 
that I do not think that the change, if adopted, and whatever 
it may be, will have any bad effect on the work of the Society 
as regards birds. 

Speaking for Cape Breton, we have no other Natural 
History organizations here that I know of, and I feel that if 
an effort was made to organize one we would find the member
ship comprised of present members of the Bird Society with 
possibly one or two additions. We would then have a conflict 
of interests which we would not have in one organization, with 
all the attendant problems of finding a place and time to meet, 
etc. Therefore, our only hope for creating interest in these 
other phases of nature lie in the inclusion of them into the 
Bird Society. 

What then of a name? I have a great respect for, and 
a feeling of being in debt to, the founders or charter members 
of the Nova Scotia Bird Society and those who instituted the 
Cape Breton Branch. They have wrought well and have laid a 
good foundation, and will, I am sure, always be remembered 
and honored by those interested in our wild birds and other 
phases of nature. I can appreciate that for them to see the 
original name replaced is to suffer a feeling of loss or 
frustration. I am sure that this is not your idea, nor tharl: 
of those who with you agree that the name should be changed. 
I am sure also that your interest is in the promotion and 
growth of the Society, and knowing you, I feel that your 
primary interest in this regard is in birds. 

Because I appreciate the feelings and opinions of Dr. 
Lewis, and others who feel as he does, I am going to suggest 
a compromise which appeals to me - though it may not to any
one else - and that is, that we adopt the name "The Nova Scotia 
Audubon Society". It seems to me that the Natural and Canadian 
Audubon Societies do what we in the Cape Breton Branch of the 
Bird Society are trying to do Include all phases of nature 
with special and first emphasis on birds. Moreover, it is a 
name accepted in all of North America as being Nature centered, 
with the interest of birds as its primary purpose. The 
affiliation, in name - I understand we are affiliated legally 
- would improve our image, and strengthen the natural unity of 
the bird world. Possibly, there may be difficulties I am 
unaware of, but at any rate this is my two cents worth. 

New Waterford, N.S. 
,Jan. 20, 1971 

Sincerely, Frank F. Robertson 
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President, N. s. Bird Society 
Halifax, N. s. 
Dear Sir: 

This letter is a reply to your request for the opin
ions of members regarding the possible change of name for the 
Nova Scotia Bird Society. My position is, briefly, that the 
name should not be changed. I hold this position for the 
following reasonsL 

First, I see the scope of interests encompassed by 
the Society as brought out in the Newsletter as being very 
well-defined; observations by professionals and casual amateurs, 
news of new and unusual species, and information on environ
mental hazards. If the Bird Society is, as you say, a natural 
history society in some broader sense, I was not aware of it 
for the ten years I have been a member. 

Second, I am sure many members actually learn about 
birds from the Society. Those who are interested chiefly in 
birds will have this source of information "diluted" by the 
proposed change, if the Society represents interests of 
natural history in general. I believe that a good study of 
birds needs a little speculation, whether at the professional 
or amateur level. Much of what is required to appreciate bird 
behaviour and environmental requirements cannot be accomplished 
by a natural history society. I will admit exceptions to this 
statement, and will cover them when I mention ecology later. 

You seem to be proposing to change the name so that 
it will represent the scope of the organization more accurately, 
while assuring us that the interests of bird-only enthusiasts 
will not be endangered. I believe that a change in scope will 
follow inevitably upon the heels of a change in name, and in 
case future executives want to bring this about to some severe 
degree, they will claim justification. The aims of the 
organization as I see them are now well enough defined to 
restrict the scope. 

You also claim that our voice will become more 
credible to government: I suggest that credibility depends 
not upon name but upon the content of what we say. I am 
assuming, of course, that governments are not justified in 
thinking that we are largely ignorant about environmental 
issues, and this brings me to my final point: 

In your letter, you remind us that we are not 
primarily devoted to examining environmental issues. I must 
disagree with you on this point. To this end, it would, I 
believe, be good to devote a portion (one-quarter to one-third) 
of Newsletter space to environmental issues in particular and 
ecology in general. Why not run a series of "lessons" in 
ecology by some professional biologist, say, to "educate." the 
membership more or less systematically in the facts about 
regional densities of bird populations, the food cycle, and 
how toxic substances become accumulated in particular species, 
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like the Osprey? In 'the course of doing this, we should 
attempt to assure governments and other bodies that we have 
a sufficiently decent picture of the environment to back up 
our pleas for bird preservation. At the same time, we could 
retain our present identity as the Nova Scotia Bird Society. 

I hope my opinions and comments have been useful, and 
I shall look forward to finding out "how the vote went". 

Brookfield, N.S. 
Jan. 25, 1971 

Dr. Eric Mills 
Nova Scotia Bird Society 
Nova Scotia Museum of Science 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Eric: 

Yours truly, Robert H. Lindsay 

Thank you for your letter concerning the possibility 
of broadening the interests of the Nova Scotia Bird Society to 
include other aspects of natural history, and also for the 
copy of the letter from Dr. Harrison Lewis. 

I think it is vital that we should have a Nova Scotia 
Natural History Society. If there are many members who, like 
Dr. Lewis, are against changing the present Bird Society, 
perhaps this should not be done, but it should not prevent the 
formation of a Nova Scotia Natural History Society - with the 
Bird Society remaining dedicated to ornithology, but one would 
hope becoming an integral part of the larger society. (It 
would, of course, be much simpler just to enlarge the scope 
of the Bird Society.) As far as I am concerned, it doesn't 
matter how it is done so long as we achieve the goal of a 
province-wide natural history society. I am convinced of the 
necessity of a strong organization of this kind to promote 
general interest in natural history, especially among young 
people. With the general trend of living moving towards the 
urban or suburban, people become further and further out of 
touch with the natural world, and unless children are lucky 
enough to acquire an interest at school - or through the N.S. 
Museum of Science programs - they may grow up quite unaware 
of the endless pleasure and interest to be derived from gett
ing out in the country with a friendly group and learning about 
some aspect of natural history. 

I have been very impressed with the lively year-round 
activities of the Ottawa Field Naturalist's groups and have 
always felt it is a pity that, except for the keenest members 
of the N. s. Bird Society, regular outings only take place in 
the summer months. (It's not as if we had a cold winter here!) 
I think a broadening of interests would be valuable and also 
be enjoyed by members and it should not detract from the 
specific study of birds. Of course, I speak only as an amat
eur, but to me it is a constant pleasure to learn the names of 
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plants, fungi, rocks - or to identify frogs or recognize 
animal tracks and so on! If amateurs have the help and guidance 
of "experts" they can contribute to field· studies. I am sure 
there are many amateurs in Nova Scotia who could, if directed, 
contribute useful observations, collect specimens, (I don't 
mean birds), keep records or take photographs, etc., and, above 
all, enjoy field trips. 

More important than the interest for people is the 
need for a strong vocal society in the Province to promote 
naturalist's interests. I believe the Newfoundland Natural 
History Society has been quite successful in this way. I think 
the Resources Council ~s doing a fine job, but this might use
fully be backed up by the growing membership of the proposed 
natural history society with branches across the province. I 
think it is very important tha:t ordinary people work actively 
in some way towards the conservation of our natural resources 
in the Province, and to try and get it across to our legislators 
that exploitation of natural resources should be curbed ••••• 
well, I am in favor of a N. s. Natural History Society! · 

Cole Harbor, Hfx.Co.,N.s. 
Jan. 22, 1971 

Dear Dr. Mills, 

Sincerely, Rosemary Eaton 

This is in reply to your circular letter regarding a 
change of name for the Nova Scotia Bird Society. 

I have been interested in natural history for as long 
as I can remember with the emphasis on birds. When I joined 
the Nova Scotia Bird Society, I did so because it was a bird 
society. Had it been a natural history society, it would not 
have interested me. 

You state that with a change of name and broadening 
of scope membership may be increased. Why do not the individ
uals comprising the expected increase in membership join a 
natural history organiza.tion already in existence? My exper
ience has been that one cannot do justice to too many interests. 
Some must suffer due to divided interest and lack of time. 
Since the formation of our Bird Society, information on the 
birds of the Province has been greatly increased. Would such 
rapid strides have been made had it been a natural history 
society? I very much doubt it. It seems to me that it is 
better to concentrate. on one field of activity rather than 
divide our time and risk accomplishing less in the long run. 

Furthermore, you believe that a change of name would 
carry greater weight to government when called upon to speak 
upon preservation and so on. I cannot answer the question, but 
my thought is that it takes more than a change of name to 
influence governments today. 

Assuming that the name of the Bird Society is changed, 
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I presume that there would have to be some outlet for the 
recording of news, opinions, etc., relating to the varied 
interests brought about hv the wider scope of the organization. 
I hope this would not be our "Newsletter", about which there 
have been some very favorable comme·nts. To use the "Newsletter" 
in this way would mean that it would become a "mixed bag", a 
little of this and that, without enough of anything to make it 
worthwhile. 

From the foregoing you will gather that I do not favor 
a change. Let us retain the present identity of the Nova Scotia 
Bird Society and let those who desire to pursue wider interests 
join an existing organization, or form a society of their choice. 

Annapolis Royal, N.s. 
,Jan. 27, 1971 

Dear Eric; 

Yours sincerely, W.E. Whitehead 

I was interested to receive your circular letter 
about proposed changes to the name of the Bird Society. 

I do not feel very strongly on this issue, but I 
would incline to stay with the original name. I lived in 
Ottawa for many years and was a member of the Ottawa Field 
Naturalists and I would hate. to see our Newsletter turn into 
a semi-professional publication full of erudite data. For 
many members the charm of the Bi.rd Society and the Newsletter 
is that the amateur does not feel out of place. He can 
contribute his observations and, at the same time, benefit 
from the knowledge of his more qualified fellow members. 

Ha 1 if ax, N. S • 
Jan. 28, 1971 

Dr. Eric L. Mills, President 
Nova Scotia Bird Society 

Dear Sir: 

Yours sincerely, Ann Doull 

In response to your form letter regarding a change of 
name for the Society and an expansion of its interests, my 
wife and I are entirely in favor of the expansion to all 
natural history and the change to a suitable name, the shorter 
and less pretentious the better, perhaps "N.S. Naturalists 
Society". 

There are many fields of natural history as well as 
birds, and numbers of discoveries and observations must be 
lost for lack of a centre to which they might be reported. 
Of course this expansion would greatly complicate organization 
and publication, since no one is an authority in all fields. 
This would probably involve the appointment of officials to 
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deal with the separate fields and to submit reports to the 
central committee. All this would also increase expenses .and 
therefore fees, but should be worth it. 

Wolfville, N. s. 
Jan. 20, 1971 

Yours sincerely, J. s. ~rsklne 

Nova Scotia Bird Society 
Nova Scotia Museum of Science 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Dr. Mills: 

Acknowledging receipt of your letter of December 15, 
1970, requesting my response as a member of the Nova Scotl.a 
Bird Society as to the possibility of a change in name. 

I have been a proud member of this excellent Society 
since 1960, upon my return to Nova Scotia from New Rrunswick 
(where I had been a member of a Field Naturalists Society) 
and it was with deep satisfaction that I was at long last in 
a position to identify with my prime obsession as a Naturalist 
- birds and birds primarily. I have interests in other 
naturalists areas and I realize that many areas have an effect 
on bird life, but I or others can enroll in other societies 
anrl be active and yet retain "My Society" - devoted and 
dedicated solely to the care, love and preservation of bird 
life. 

The bird watcher, for many years the butt of much 
mild ridicule, has at long last come into his own and today 
is the "In thing" and people in all ranks of life are a.wa.re 
through "Bird Society" efforts that they should he more con
siderate of our feathered population, to encourage, protect, 
and preserve them. The growth of feeding stations, bird 
houses, the increased purchase of "bird books" is reaching 
large proportions and I firmly believe that the Bird Society 
should be given more prominence and not now at such an 
opportune time be buried and disguised by inclusi.on in a 
general natural history society, 

I again state that I have been a proud and active 
Nova Scotia Bird Society member, have enjoyed every facet of 
its operation, and its wonderful fellowship, and wish to be 
recorded as definitely opposed to a change in name. 

Kentville, N.s. 
Jan. 25, 1971 

Dr. Eric L. Mills, President 
Nova Scotia Bird Society 
Nova Scotia Museum of Science 
Summer Street, Halifax, N. s. 

Sincerely yours, Alice Chisholm 
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Dear Eric: 

Thanks for your Dec. 19 letter about the possible 
name change and broadening of the field of our-bird society. 

I heartily agree with the name and aims of "Nova 
Scotia Natural History Society". 

Halifax, N.s. 
Jan. 20, 1971 

Sincerely yours, Jack Brayley 

'I'HE SEA BIRDS OF BERMUDA 

by Roger Pocklington 

When I wrote my earlier "Bird Notes from Bermuda" (N.S. B.S. 

Newsletter 12 (3), November 19'(0) I dealt in the main with the resident land

birds and said I would save the sea-birds of Bermuda for a later letter. I 

little thought, however, that I should be back .in Nova Scotia when I wrote it! 

On the understanding that this represents only 18 months of (discontinuous) 

observations, I shall sa;y what I can but would refer the serious student of 

Bermuda's avifauna to David Wingate' s soon-to-be-published book on Bermuda 

birds which is the result of a lifetime of birding there. 

Considering first the non-resident tubenoses: Bermuda, in its 

capacity "as ship at anchor" in thP western North Atlantic, is regularly 

visited by migrating shearwaters. Cory's Shearwater Puffinus diomedea, which 

I saw in early fall between Bermuda and Halifax, is also to be seen about the 

islands in small numbers in the spring. The Great Shearwater P. gra»is is a 

regular visitor to Bermuda waters in late May and early June when large number 

pass so close to the south shore that they can be identified and counted throu 

a telescope. Smaller numbers are seen offshore in the fall. The Sooty Shearw 

P. griseus appears at more or less the same time of year, though in smaller 

numbers. The Manx Shearwater P. puffinus, in contrast, is seen only occasiona 
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in summer, presumably non-breeders, .and winter, p0st-breeding dispersal. There 

:are -earlier Te·c-0rds of this species breeding in Bermuda but it is highly un.'Likely 

that it does so now. Both the Leach's Petrel Oeeanod:t'oma leueo1'hoa and the 

Wilson •.s Petrel Oeeanites .oeeanicus occur in Bermuda waters, the latter more 

regularly and in the spring rather than the fall. Young Gannets Sula bas-eana 

in their distinctive speckled plumage occasionally .make a usually fatal landfall 

in Bermuda in the winter. Pl:lalaropes, which, .duri11g the rm--h,'P,~,,11 season, 

are eff.ectively .sea-birds, are occasionally seen ash0re. All three are on 

the Bermuda list and I was fortu.7-ate to ·see a Wilson 1 s Phalarope Stegancpus 

tricolor ,on Spi ttal Pond in September 1970, as this bird was a J.i fer for me. 

Jaegers are transient in spring and fa.ll offshore; I saw only Pomarj_ne 

S:beraor.arius pomarinus but tbe other two occur though not the Skua Cathru'acta 

skua. 

ll"here are plenty of gulls and terns around Bermuda in the winter. 

In ·addition to the Great 1llackbacked Gull Larus marinus and Herring Gull L 

,argentatUE with which we aTe 1Gca1ly familiar, there is the occasional Les.:er 

Blackbacked Glill L. fusaus ·and the Blacl<headed Gull, L. -ridibwdus from Europe. 

:One of the latter in 1964 car't'ied a Russi:an leg band. Other smalLer gulls are 

the Ringbilled L. del,ca,iarensis and Bonaparte's L. philadelphia seen a.1,ound the 

s:..½.o'l'.'e and the Kittiwa.1<.e ilis.sa tn'.dactyla , usually seen out at sea. F'orstor's 

'Tern Stern.a fo:z>s-te:ei and the Oommen Tern S. hirundo are around in the winter but 

only the Common now breeds in Bermuda although the Ros,eate .S. dougaZUi mod Uw 

Little ,(Least) Tern S. albifrons used to but disappeared due to persecution ai;d 

have never re-established themselves. Black Skimmers Rync.hops nigra (of ·1 68 

hLll'.".:ricane fame) occa si-onall.y s_pend the winter in Se:r,muda though I never saw 

them feed in their distinctive fashion there. 

71he :gulls and :terns whi:cb a1'."e a,n obvious i'ea:ture of the Bernm<ia scene 

.in wincter fail to remain throughout the year. ll"his is s-omething of a mystery 

as the "seashore ·sc-avenging'" rrli:che is iUlloceupied in summer ,e~c-ept for the 
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occasional Common Crow Corvus braehyrhynehos or enterprising Kiskadee Pitangus 

sulphuratus, and measurements of the primary production of organic matter (by 

uptake of radiocarbon) at several locations on the Bermuda platform show 

highest levels in the late summer and fall. As all highe" stages of the 

marine food-chain are ultimately dependent on the primary production (of 

phytoplankton) there is no evidence from this that more food is available 

for sea birds about Bermuda in the winter. The abundant flying-fish, a 

summer source of food, are also absent at this season. 

Bearing in mind that accounts of Bermuda at the time it was first 

colonized by man describe large breeding populations of sea birds, it might 

be thought that it is lack of suitable nest-sites which keeps sea birds 

away in summer. There ar2, however, more immatures than adults among the 

wintering gulls and first-winter birds of the larger species would not be 

breeding in the coming year. These might well be expected to remain but 

presumably fly back north when the adults do after the winter storms have 

died down. 

Of the sea birds that breed in Bermuda, the White-Tailed Tropic

bird, Phaethon lepturus eatesbyi, locally called the Longtail, is by far the 

most successful. It is a hole-nester and as the cliffs of Bermuda are honey

combed with holes there is no lack of breeding sites. I kept an eye on three 

nests for one Dr. Howard Vogel who is studying the navigating abilities of 

Tropic-birds. I was rewarded by what I later learned was a most unusual sight, 

I saw a young Longta.il, easily identified by the black barring on the upper 

parts, out in the open on the rocks. I thought at first it wa.s injured and 

could not fly so I approached and touched it. In response it hissed at me 

and spread its wings which I then saw were in good shape. I retreated and 

watched from a distance. The young bird then waddled to the edge of the cliff 

dove off and flew straight, as far as my eyes could follow it, out t? sea. 

The remarkable feature of this observation is that, according to David Wingate 
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the Government Conservation Officer and acknowledged authority on Bermudian 

birds, the young Longtail, reared in confinement with limited opportunities 

for exercising its wings, nevertheless leaves the darkness of the next-hole 

for the light of day and reaching the cliff-edge precipitates itself off and 

immediately flies strongly out to sea, not to return until the next summer. 

I was, therefore, very lucky to be present at such a rare event as a 

Longtail's first flight. 

Cahow Chick Roger Pockiington 

The other breeding se'a birds of Bermuda, in contrast to the success 

of the tropic-bird, present a much sadder story. Audobon's Shea.rwater, 

Puffinus Z'herminieri, is reduced to only a few pairs breeding on outlying 

islets and the Cahow, Fte:rodroma aahow, the most famous of Bermuda's breeding 
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birds is similarly confined. This bird once bred in thousands on the main 

islands until it was eliminated by overexploitation by man and destruction by 

rats and hogs. It was presumed extinct for many years and was rediscovered 

only 20 years ago. The population now stands at 49. Under protection it had 

been hoped that the remnant population, freed from competition with tropic

birds for nesting holes and from destruction by man and rats by the devoted 

efforts of a small group of local enthusiasts, would increase and spread to 

an .adjacent larger island which offers more suitable te1·rain for nesting in 

excavated burrows. Reproductive rates are declining, however, most probably 

due to ingestion of chlorinated insecticides, so the future of the species is 

menaced once again by man's activities, this time perhaps with the ultimate 

consequence of extinction. Cahows return to the vicinity of Bermuda in the 

fall and lay their solitary egg in the winter. 

Winter breeding would seem to reflect a southern origin for the 

Cahow whose.nearest relative is the Black-Capped Petrel, Pterod:roma hasitata, 

which breeds in Haiti and on Dominica. Where the birds go in the 4½-month 

period that they are absent from the Island (early June to late October) is 

at present unknown but it is more than likely that they disperse north or 

northwest toward the axis of the Gulf Stream, remaining on the warm side of 

the current. Black-Capped Petrels have been recorded from the latitude of 

Bermuda 100 miles off the Carolina coast, though they ma;y have been caught 

up in front of a hurricane. 

I was privileged to help the Conservation Officer keep an eye on the 

young Cahows leaving their burrows which they do not do until early summer. 

The adult birds return each night to the chicks, until they leave the nest, 

and they certainly are a little eerie as they fly swiftly in from the ocean, 

make one or two fly-bys, then enter the burrow and feed the chick. I watched 

one immature come out of a burrow, flap vigorously, preen its breast making a 

"sneezing" sound (feather in the tube nose:), then try to climb a cliff too 
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steep for it and retire to its burrow. The flight feathers were well developed 

with only a little down on the coverts, and after a few more nights of such 

exercise it took off like a helicopter and flew out to sea. One of the year's 

brood was not so lucky. It appeared to be coming along fine, but when the time 

came for it to fly, it could not. The wings were fused at the caudal joint, 

possibly due to disturbance of the calcium metabolism by DDT. As the parents 

could not feed it indefinitely it eventually starved to death. This represented 

the loss of about 2% of the world's population of Cahows and was a great dis

appointment to David Wingate who has worked so hard and so long t_o preserve the 

species. 

My cruise aboard C.S.S. HUDSON was by courtesy of the Bedford Institute, 

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. I am indebted to David Wingate for much help in finding 

birds in Bermuda and in stimulating conversation about them. 
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DUCKS BREEDING IN NOVA SCOTIA 

by A. D. Smith 

Pintails are common summer residents of the Border 
marshlands, breeding at the Amherst Point Sanctuary, Amherst 
Marsh, Missaquash Marsh, and throughout the Tantramar Marsh 
(N.B.). I am not aware of Pintails breeding elsewhere in the 
province of Nova Scotia. 

American tvidgeon are still breeding at the Amherst 
Point Sanctuary (usually three broods), and are also found 
breeding at the Missaquash Marsh (two broods in 1970), McElmon•s 
Pond near Dcbert (usually three broods), and a brood was 
observed by two of our banding students in Cape Breton in 1970, 
Nyanza Bay - western end, one mile west of Nyanza. 

The four species of duck reported breeding at Antig
onish Harbour are most likely the following: Black Duck, Blue
winged Teal, Green-winged Teal, and Common Merganser. There is 
also a possibility of Common Goldeneye breeding there, but I 
am not aware of any records outside of Cape Breton. 

Hooded Mergansers readily accept Wood Duck nesting 
boxes; in fact in some states, e.g. New Hampshire, on many 
marshes utilization by Hooded Mergansers outnumber th·at of 
Wood Ducks. Wood Ducks are not common anywhere in Nova Scotia 
except in the immediate vicinity of the Shubenacadie Wildlife 
Park (Lake Egmont birds are probably from the park). The only 
significant breeding habitat for Woodies in the Maritimes is 
the Saint John River estuary, although the occasional brood is 
produced at the Amherst Point Sanctuary and Missaquash Marsh. 
After the end of June, adult male Wood Ducks are commonly 
observed on many marshes that have an abundance of emergent 

- 99 -



vegetation. Those birds are moulting adults from the Saint 
John breeding grounds and northeastern u.s. rt is common to 
observe as many as 30-40 adult males on the Missaquash Marsh 
in late July or early August. 

Following is a brief summary of waterfowl production 
on the Missaquash Marsh. The figures represent production on 
approximately 800 acres of flooded marshland. An additional 
5,000 acres of bog, small ponds and lakes were not surveyed 
and would probably account for another 10-15 broods, mostly 
Ring-necked Duck and Green-winged Teal. The Missaquash Marsh 
is without doubt the most productive waterfowl Marsh in Nova 
Scotia. 

Preliminary Summary of Waterfowl 
Production Surveys - Missaquash Marsh 

1967, 1968 and 1970 

Helicopter waterfowl brood surveys have been flown 
on the Missaquash Marsh, Cumberland County, Nova Scotia, since 
1967. Unfortunately, a helicopter was not available in 1969, 
so no surveys were conducted that year. 

The same techniques as outlined by Smith, 1967, 
(1967 Waterfowl Production Survey, Missaquash Marsh, N.B.-N.S. 
Border} were used in 1968 and 1970, with the exception that a 
Bell G2 helicopter was-used in 1970. 

Table I summarizes the three years of production data 
and illustrates the results of the May, June and July surveys 
of each year. Table II summarizes the total number of broods 
observed during the surveys of each year, and based on age 
class groupings of each brood, an estimate of the actual total 
production is presented. 

A more detailed report on the results of the product-
ion surveys will be prepared at a later date. 

A. D. Smith 
Wildlife Biologist 
Canadian Wildlife Services 

Sackville, New Br9nswick 
August 12, 1970 
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'£able 1. Summary of three years of \'fo.terfowJ Production i,urveyc on tho Missaounsh Marsh 
Cumberland Co., l\ova Scotia. • ' 

------... -. 
Ma.y Survey Junn Snrvey July Survey 

Species 1967 1968 1970 1967 1968 1970 1967 1968 1970 
Jvlay 23 May 28 June 27 June n June 29 July 25 July 29 July 31 

Black duck N 5 5 2 4 8"' 3 14 21 

Pintail 0 2 - 5 4 1 2 1 5 

1--' B1ue-winged teaJ_ s - - 1 
0 - 2 7 17 29 
1--' 

Green-winged teal u - - 3 4 3 10 16 17 

Hing-necked duck H - - 1 - - 7 5 9 

Widgeon V - - - - - - 1 2 

Wood duck E - - - - - 1 - 1 

Mallard y - - - - - - - 1 

Shoveler - - - - - - 1 

Totals - 7 5 12 12 14 30 55 85 

,:, An additional 10 broody blacks were observed, however, no broods could be flushed. 



Table 2. Summary of estime.ted total Brood Production 1967, 196$, 1970, Missaquash Marsh, 
Cumberla.nd Co., Nova Scotia. 

----
1967 1968 1970 

Total No. of Estimated 'l'otal No. of Estimated Total No, of Estimated 
Species Broods Actual Broods Actual Broods Actual 

Observed - Broods Observed - Broods Observed - Broods 
two surveys three surveys three surveys 

Black duck 6 5 23 17 33 24 

Pintail 7 5 7 5 6 5 

1--' BJ.ue-winged teal [\ 7 17 17 32 30 
0 
N Green-Hinged teal 16 13 20 16 20 19 

f,j_ng-nceclrnd duck 14 13 5 5 9 9 

Widgeon - - 1 1 2 2 

Wood duck l 1 - - 1 l 

Mallc1.rd - - - - 1 l 

Shoveler - 1 1 

Totals 52 lt4 74 62 104 91 



AN ANNOTATED LIST 01'' 'I'HE BIRDS OF SUILFORD ISLAND, 
HALIFAX COUNTY 

By R. K. Ross 
Dept. of Biology, Dalhousie University 

Guilford Island is located near Sheet Harbour, being 
the outermost of a group of islands just off the nearby settle
ment of Mushaboom. It is two miles from the mainland and is 
roughly oval with the approximate dimensions of one-half mile 
by one-quarter mile. Reminiscent of the many islands along 
this stretch of the Eastern Shore, Guilford is based on a 
rugged outcrop of bedrock which forms the shore-line. Perched 
atop this is a thick, moist, mossy turf from which an impene
trable tangle of slightly stunted spruce trees grows. 

Occasionally there are some open areas of either sedge 
meadow or heath but the spruce forest is by far the dominant 
association of the island. Lying approximately 200 yards west 
of the main island are three rocky inlets, referred to as the 
Little Guilfords by the locals. The most northerly and south
erly of these are big enough to support a turf and several 
spruce trees. The middle islet is a bald outcrop. 

I was camped on Guilford Island during the period from 
May 19 to June 13, 1971, with an interruption from May 24 to 29. 
The purpose of this visit was to study the cormorants of the 
area, especially the Great Cormorants breeding on Middle Little 
Guilford. However, during this time I also kept detailed daily 
bird records on which I have based this brief annotated list. 
No attempt has been made to include birds occurring in this 
area at other times of the year. 

Common Loon Gavia immer 

Uncommon visitant. Single birds were seen on May 19 
and June 3. A group of 3 was noted on June 5. 

Gannet Marus bassana 

Rare visitant. A single immature flew by the south 
end of the island in a fog on May 31. 

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

Common breeder. 17 pairs were found nesting on Middle 
Little Guilford. By the end of the observation period 
some desertion had occurred and only 14 nests were 
active. Hatching commenced on June 2 and was still 
proceeding on June 13. Three immature birds were also 
associated with the colony although they remained out
side the actual nesting area. 

This record is the first definite one for the Eastern 
Shore region. The nearest colony listed by Godfrey 
(1966) is at Crystal Cliffs near Antigonish. 
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Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus 

Common visitant. Although this species breeds on 
Horse Island just off Mushaboom, it is regularly found 
resting in numbers on the rocks beside Guilford Island 
and feeding in the nearby waters. 

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 

Common breeder. Possibly as many as four pairs nest 
in trees in the middle of the island. 

Common Eider Somateria mollissima 

Common resident and probable breeder. Flocks of up to 
30 could be seen daily in rafts off the island. Fe
males with young were first noted on June 7. 

White-winged Scoter Melanitta deglandi 

Uncommon visitant. A flock of 6 flew by the island 
on June 7, 9 and 10. • 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 

Rare visitant. A pair was seen on June 10 and three 
noted on June 11. 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

Breeder. A pair nested on the south end of the island. 
They were observed carrying nesting material through
out the study period. 

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia 

Rare visitant. One was seen on June 1. 

Willet Catoptrophorus semipalmatus 

Rare visitant. Two were heard flying by on May 21. 

Purple Sandpiper Erolia maritima 

Common migrant. Flocks of up to 10 were seen on the 
rocks daily until June 2. A single bird was seen on 
Junes. 

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 

Very common breeder. Approximately 30 pairs nested 
on the Little Guilfords. Hatching commenced around 
June 10. It is also possible that this species 
breeds in the interior of Guilford Island as birds 
were seen flying up from this vicinity. 
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Herring Gull Larus argentatus 

Common breeder. Approximately 10 pair nest on the 
Little Guilfords. 

Terns spe Sterna sp. 

Common visitants. Although the species was not deter
mined, terns were constantly present. 

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle 

Rare visitant. A single bird was noted on June 6. 

Mourning Dove Zenaidura macroura 

Rare visitant. A single bird was observed on June 11. 

Yellow-shafted Flicker Colaptes auritus 

Rare visitant. One was heard on June 12. 

Yellow-bellied ~lycatcher Empidonax flaviventris 

Rare visitant. Two were noted on June 8 and one on 
June 9. 

Eastern 'i'Jood Pe112e Contopus virens 

Common resident. Several were seen or heard daily 
from June 5. They were most often noted foraging on 
the rocks. 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

Irregular visitant. On clear days, this species was 
usually observed around the north end of the island. 

Raven Corvus corax 

Breeder. A pair with two partially fledged young were 
first noticed along the shore on June 8. 

Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos 

Common visitant. Flocks of up to 5 were seen dai_ly, 
most often around the Great Cormorant colony. 

Boreal Chickadee Parus hudsonicus 

Rare visitant. One was heard on June 11. 

Catbird Dumetella carolinensis 

Rare visitant. One was seen daily skulking in th~ 
bushes around camp from June 1 to 3. 
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Swainson's Thrush Hylocichla ustulata 

Common resident and probable breeder. At least two 
were seen or heard daily from June 7. 

Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia 

Uncommon resident. A single bird was occasionally 
heard or seen from June 6. 

Magnolia Warbler Dendroica magnolia 

Rare visitant. A female was noted on June 3. 

Myrtle Warbler Dendroica coronata 

Common resident and probable breeder. This species 
was noted daily throughout my stay. 

Black-poll Warbler Dendroica striata 

Common resident and probable breeder. This warbler 
was also seen daily~ 

Common Yellow-throat Geothlypis trichas 

Uncommon visitant. This species was noted from May 31 
to June 3. 

American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla 

Rare visitant. One was seen on June 3. 

Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea 

Rare visitant. A female was noted on June 12. 

Slate-colored Junco Junco hyemalis 

Uncommon visitant. Pairs were seen at different 
locations on May 31, June 1 and June 1. 

White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis 

Rare visitant. One was heard singing on May 19. 

Fox Sparrow ~erella iliaca 

Rather common breeder. This species was noted daily 
throughout my stay ·.,ith at least three different 
males being heard singing, An adult with a fully 
fledged offspring was first noted on June 9. 

Although Godfrey (1966) reports the Fox Sparrow 
possibly breeding on the islands off Harrigan Cove, 
this is the first definite breeding record for this 
area. 
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Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia 

Breeder. A pair was found nesting beside my camp. 

Reference: 

Editor 

Godfrey, W.E. 1966. The Birds of Canada. N.M.C. 
Bulletin 203, Ottawa. 

LETT2RS TO THE EDITOR 

NSBS Newsletter 

The last week, or week and a half, of May was an 
exciting one as birds finally got their courage up to pass 
northward. Swallows show the effect of the horribly cold, 
wet spring, perhaps more than the other nesters here. They 
(Trees) began nest construction in the second week of May, 
but then "desisted" through long days of drizzle and cold -
insects few. No doubt they had to concentrate on survival. 
Interest in nesting boxes has been shown from time to time, 
but many pairs are just now settling in. Barns reacted 
variously: two pairs in the barn, on the highest beams, must 
have forged ahead steadily as we hear soft baby squeaks and 
there are shells on the floor below. In contrast, a pair of 
barn swallows are building a nest on a corner of the engine 
house - it has big, fancy eave design. A pair are settling 
in an old nest in barn entrance. Another pair, or two, also 
just beginning to settle down here and there. 

Most exciting is the appearance of Cliff Swallows, 
unseen here for years. Yesterday they began to redesign an 
old empty Barn Swallow nest on a ventilator at end of hen 
house, The local Barns objected, and I saw Tree Swallows also 
agitated and buzzing them. Norman was quite concerned, but 
later found out that Cliff Swallow teamwork was effectively 
protecting the chosen site. As soon as one would return to 
the nest with mud, the other would dart out in haste to get a 
load. On its return, the other would be off in a flash. The 
nest was always guarded by one or another of them. I hope 
this discourages the Barn Swallows discriminatory practice. 
After all, they have all the barn to themselves, the engine 
house, a nice barrel stave ledge nailed up by Norman under his 
back steps, and so on. It would be lovely to have Cliff 
Swallows established here. There were a pair nesting at Bon 
Portage up until 25 years ago (approximately), lined up under 
the eaves of the boathouse, and on other buildings. In the 
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peak of the barn was a specially intriguing nest - two entrances. 
We loved to watch a swallow swoop in one hole and instantly pop 
its face out at the other. The babies also would pop their 
little homely faces in and out as they waited for dinner. I'm 
not sure why the Bon Portage colony declined - no House Sparrow 
takeover there. I' 1"1 let you know the outcome of this attempt. 

We look forward to the Newsletter, especially after 
your hint of "exciting oddities". 

Cape Sable Light 
June 14 , 19 71 

Editor 
NSBS Newsletter 

Betty June Smith 

Just recently (during May) I was working at Kejimkujik 
National Park on a breeding bird study. Two days before I left, 
on May 28, I was thrilled to observe at length, with 7 x 5 
binoculars a male Scarlet Tanager in full breeding plumage. It 
was in a stand of Red Oak, and sang several times while I was 
there. It was the strange song that attracted my attention. 
This is a new addition to my life list and I believe a first 
for the park. 

There was nothing else unusual in the park while I 
was there except that some of the naturalists discovered Barn 
Swallows nesting among the rocks on an island in one oft~ 
back lakes •••• 

Last Saturday, June 5, while driving on Route 14 near 
Hardwoodlands in Hants Co., I noticed a Killdeer alight 20-25 
yards from the road. I stopped and upon closer examination 
could see another adult bird squatting on the ground nearer 
the road, and a very young Killdeer within a few yards of her. 
As I approached on foot the second adult bird stood, revealing 
three more young beneath her. All the young scatte~ed for 
cover while the two adult birds protested loudly and put on 
their famous (and very convincing) "broken-wing" act. Very 
shortly a third adult Killdeer flew in and flew around me much 
farther back, either curious or trying to assist his neighbors 
in peril. I captured one young bird, examined and released it. 
It appeared to be about 5-7 days of age, still very young and 
could not run too quickly. It seemed early to me to find week
old fledglings. I had not seen Killdeer in this area before. 

Shubenacadie, N.s. 
June 9, 1971 

Editor 
NSBS Newsletter 

Mark Mowatt 

A young boy ar,v. 11J.S rather brought me an Owl this 
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morning which appeared injured. So after consulting all books, 
I decided it was a Barn Owl. Not knowing exactly what to do, 
and thinking it might be injured, I took it over to Alan Smith 
in Sackville. You can tell how he loves birds by his express
ion when he saw it, "Oh witat a beauty". He had never seen one 
that close and he examined it very carefully and could find 
nothing wrong with it. So we went out :im the sun and he took 
pictures with the young boy (by the way, his name is Keith 
Rogers) and I think he is a budding "birder". After the 
picture taking, I said to Keith, "Let us put it down on the 
ground and see what happens," which we did, and lo and behold 
it took off beautifully, chased by the local tree swallows and 
headed straight for Amherst. 

At Abercrombie, Pictou Co., Double-crested Cormorants. 
By May 1, nest building was going on at a rapid rate on top of 
the old piles. It appeared that some females were laying or 
brooding on the completed nests. The males (I assume they were 
males) would carry in nesting material to the female who had 
staked out a spot on top of the piles, she would then take this 
material and carefully pack it around her, never leaving the 
spot; she also accepted this nesting material in the manner of 
a young "begging" for food, i.e. fluttering wings, mouth agape, 
etc. At that time I counted approximately 100 birds. (Date -
May 1/71). 

On May 17, nest building was still going on in a like 
manner, but more birds and nests could be counted, approximatel'. 
67 nests, some fully constructed and others partially. 

On May 12 the Cliff Swallows were nest building at 
Cameron Settlement. Also sighted on May 15 at Caledonia, Guys. 
Co. 

The Martins at my place started to nest build today; 
and between writing lines to you, I have been rushing out with 
my pellet gun, potting House Sparrows, as I hear the Martins 
fussing when they are being bothered. I have 8 pairs, at 
Mr. Tennants they have 5 pairs (Old Percy Black Colony) and 
Mr. Sweetser has some also. I don't know the number but will 
check later and tell you. From Oxford, at last report about 
May 15, not one Martin had nppeared, but that may be changed 
by now. 

Amherst, N. s. 
May 29, 1971 

Editor 
NSBS Newsletter 

Evelyn Lowerison 

On March 5 and 11 there were Purple Finches here and 
they were doing something I have never seen before - tearing 
apart the fruit on the Japanese Quince. As long as I have had 
that bush, I had never seen anything interested in the fruit. 
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April 2 seemed to be the day for our biggest collec
tion of spring arrivals. There were Song Sparrows and Robins, 
Cowbirds and Redwings (both mostly males), along with Grackles, 
all over the fields and yard. The Tree Sparrows disappeared 
about this time. 

On April 10 the female Sparrow Hawk was at their 
nesting box and within a day or two a male and she were sitting 
on the apple tree together. They are most active and noisy at 
times, but there is another box in the woods across the field 
and I cannot see it from the window, so once again this year I 
am wondering if they have taken possession of both boxes or 
whether there could be two families that close together. 

As usual, they ousted the Starlings from the box 
nearest the house, and I rather suspect the Starljngs have 
built in one of the large elms out at the front of the house, 
which should result in one of the red squirrels who resides on 
the property across the bridge coming over at the appropriate 
time and devouring either the eggs or the young. It happens 
regularly! I just hope I'm not home when it happens this time 
because I'm about sick for hours afterward. 

I have tried to chase the squirrel once or twice while 
he was thus occupied, and he just sits there munching and look
ing down at me as if I were some kind of a nut. I've been 
tempted to try out my 22 on him {or her) but I figure wi.th my 
luck I'd end up trying to nurse a wounded squirrel. 

On April 13 we had our first Flicker. We get so 
amused with "ours", they seem to insist on metal for their 
drumming. This year, in addition to the TV aerial, he dis
covered the new transformer that had been installed since last 
year's session. What a perfect set-up - he sits right on it 
and even does his preening there. It really got him results 
too. I looked up once to see two females on the pole just 
behind him, peeking around the pole at one another. He seemed 
to be keeping his back turned on them and looked rather sheep
ish and bewildered. My husband says maybe his wife and a girl 
friend landed there together. 

April 17 was a really miserable day, snowy and cold, 
and everyone came to the yard for a handout. Among them was a 
very familiar acting Mourning Dovet We hadn't seen one since 
late in December, but honestly this was no stranger. She hung 
around for two days, and with improved weather she was gone 
again. There had been one in Middleton {3 miles from here) all 
winter, and then it suddenly disappeared ••••• I wonder if it 
left here in December and went there, and then appeared back 
here again when the going was hard. 

By the way, my husband found a solution for keeping 
Starlings from falling down the chimney. He made a square of 
expanded metal on a frame and fitted it right down inside the 
chimney opening, so now they can sit up there and toast them
selves without any mishaps. It looks like heavy wire mesh 
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welded onto angle iron. 

Wilmot, N.S. 
May 9, 1971 

Editor 
NSBS Newsletter 

Thelma Hawkins 

Although I have been a member of the NSBS for three 
years, I have never submitted a report of any sightings. 

The thrill of the season to date has been the daily 
observance of a lone Glossy Ibis which was found feeding in 
the s:ime marshy field as one reported by Margaret Secco and 
seen by me last year - the date being practically the same. 
This Ibis was here from April 30 until May 7. On May 16, ten 
beautiful Glossy Ibises appeared in the same field and remained 
untjl May 28. Several other people also observed these birds. 
On one occasion I hid in the bushes and took movies of them, 
but as yet have not completed the film so don't know if they 
are <Joocl or not. 

Yesterday, Jur 0 B, Mrs. Sccco and I saw great activity 
in an abandoned grove of apple trees which were in full bloom. 
There was a mixture of purple finches, sparrows, goldfinches, 
five cedar waxwings, a yellow-throat, two catbirds and a flash 
of hlue which droppecl in the tall grass. Afraid to blink my 
eyes and arms becoming almost paralysed from holding my 
binoculars, pcrsistance paid off. The bird finally emerged 
and flew to a limb ten feet from us. Peterson's book was 
quickly opened and without difficulty we identified a male 
Indigo Hunting. Since then we have been back several times, 
hut-. tho huntin<J -isn't co-operating at all - it disappeared. 

J\.nt".i.<Jonish, N,S. 
,June 9, 1971 

Margie Dunphy 

THE MEANDER IN SPRING 

by c.R.K. Allen 

As in all of Nova Scotia, spring arrives slowly and 
timidly along the Meander River. There arc, however, omens 
of her arrival as early as February: icicles form where the 
sap i.s beginning to flow from the broken twigs of the sugar 
maples. 

Squirrels love this faint taste of sweet and one can 
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sometimes see them licking and nibbling the hanging spikes of 
pale yellow ice. It is even said that they deliberately chew 
at the smaller branches to induce the flow. 

Other omens are the Ravens and Gray Jays. We can 
hear the short mellow courting notes of the former - so unlike 
their usual gutteral croak - over the black spruce headwaters 
around the Uniacke and Tomahawk Lakes. And even thus early, 
one may see Gray Jays chasing each other through the spruces, 
probably several ardent males and a smug female. Both of these 
birds are very early nesters and sometimes their eggs are 
frozen during one of spring•s many retreats. 

An occasional mild sunny day in early March will 
bring the silvery edges of the pussy willows peeping from 
their cases; cause the catkin buds of the speckled alder to 
lengthen the staminate catkins a few millimetres, or sw·~ll the 
buds of the large-toothed aspen. 

Very slowly, but inexorably, spring does take over. 
On open sunny places of the upstream bogs the ice finally melts, 
and then to me comes the first sign that the warmer months are 
at hand. This portent is the quack-like calling of the wood 
frogs or "brown leapers" as some of the countrymen call them, 
and their chorus sounds like the subdued clamour of a huge 
flock of ducklings. Their courting is soon over and their 
jelly-covered egg masses hatched into little brown tadpoles 
which hurry through their metamorphosis, become froglings, and 
perfectly camouflaged by their dead leaf color, take to the 
woods before the snow water puddles have disappeared. 

Not long behind them, and overlapping in time, are 
the Hylas or Pickering's tree frogs, also land dwellers which 
come to the bog pools and quiet shallow places along the 
stream to produce their next generation. Either they are much 
more numerous than the wood frogs or their voices are more 
penetrating, for these are the singers in the high ringjng 
choruses which everyone knows and usually calls the first 
sound of spring. 

Their chorus is not only clamourously loud, but 
usually lasts much longer than the wood frogs'. I have in 
fact heard a few - probably lonesome bachelors - piping in 
twos and threes as late as the middle of June. 

Sometimes, one can hear them again in autumn, not now 
a chorus but just a single note, far from water, and coming 
from a woodland tree. Probably the cooling weather reminds 
one or two of the passions of spring. 

Even before the wood frogs and spring peepers get into 
full voice, the first of the land birds are.on the move. A few 
miles to the west th~ snow-free ploughings and stubble fields 
of the Grand Pr€ are filling with geese - big Canadas - the 
vanguard fresh from their winter feeding grounds on the Atlantic 
side of the province at Port Joli and Port LeHebert, and a 
flock or two will frequently swing high in the air over the 
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muddy junction of the Meander,Ilerbert and St, Croix. 

They seem to be assured of plentiful fodder on the 
great flat wide spaces of the Grand Pre. There is another 
bird which arrives almost at the same time and does often have 
serious feeding problems. This is the Woodcock, an earthworm 
scecialist which will sometimes flutter down into the thicketE 
of the Meander banks where the little stream - not so little 
at this season - leaves the rocky sprucy boglands and enters 
the richer territory which begins around Pigot•s Lake, as 
early as the second week in March, perhaps just ahead of a 
bli:~zard which wj_ll bury the ground deep in snow. They are 
aid l:n es1t .small insects when they cannot get their favorite 
ood ot earthworms, but even these would be few and far betweE 

Fortunately for the Woodcocks, such snow soon melts, and the 
mud hanks come to light again. 

I have purposely neglected two other little creature! 
purposely because I do not consider them true spring arrivals, 
These are the long-legged water striders and the whirligig 
beetles, both oF which T have seen on slower reaches of the 
r.iver in the middle of a mild winter. They are in fact two of 
th0 few s.i r3ns other than bird life which one may see in a mid
winter h:il,e down the river. They are both surface feeders, 
makin1 their living on other insects, alive or dead, which 
drif->:: down th,~ current. 

'!'he water strider skates on the surface film on two 
ot its t·\11-,,,:,, pairs of legs, with the first pair held forward 
ready tn cnpe wjth its prey. 

~he whirligig, that sniny little beetle that looks 
so like a small melon seed, swims with its back exposed and 
earns its name from its quick erratic turns and zigzags. It 
is blessed with eyes that are divided into two parts, one for 
seeing in the air, and one for below the surface. A further 
a.dvantoxJc over the water strider is that it can dive instantl:1 
below the surface if threatened from above. 

Certainly both of these creatures are much more 
abundant during late spring and summer, but a few may be lurec 
out of hibernation at any time from autumn on. 

Proba.bly to most people the cheery stanzas of the 
Song-Sparrow are the first true wild music of the season. 
Its· not too melodious, but welcome, ditty can be heard any
where from the withewocid and red maple thickets of the rocky 
headwaters, right down to tidehead. It usually arrives in 
late March or early April, depending on the season. 

Not quite so well-known, although they should be, arE 
our various species of blackbirds. Large flocks arrive at 
about the same time as the Song Sparrows and feed avidly over 
the cultivated fields along the lower reaches of the river, 01 
perch in trees making the air almost vibrate with their babel 
of sound: the croaking of Common Grackles, the "konk-a-lee" 
of male Red-wings, and the softer, slightly more melodious 

- 113 -



flutings of a scattering of Rusty Blackbirds. 

Simultaneously Robins appear in the lower fields -
not the dull meek birds which winter here in fair numbers, but 
cocky males with bulging bright breasts and dark, almost black 
upper parts. They are much more active than their wintering 
relatives, but at first there is little sign of rivalry among 
them. The duller-colored females have not come as yet to 
start trouble a-brewing. Unlike the lustily singing Redwings, 
they are relatively silent and we do not as a rule hear their 
spring warble until courting begins and individual territories 
are being established. 

I have seen the fields along and about the Meander 
dotted with hundreds of Robins from about mid-April (some 
arrive earlier) until past the middle of May, so that the 
migration must be enormous and long-lasting. 

Some time about the fifteenth of April the first Tree 
Swallows will appear skimming low over the waves of the head
water lakes for their special food of flying insects. Some
times when the temperatures are relatively high they will reap 
a rich harvest, but on other days they endure lean periods, 
like the Woodcock, and sit in doleful rows along the shoreside 
bushes. 

Gradually the river shrinks toward its babbling summer 
level and the gravel bars appear. Then in early May one of its 
few true water birds, the Spotted Sandpiper, brings it to life 
with its rapid shrill "cleep cleep cleep" as it flutters along 
the shore. 

Meanwhile the wooded headwaters are reached by the 
first of our warblers, the Myrtle, far ahead of the main throng. 
Their song is not one that would be noted by any but a birder 
who was listening for it - a soft monotonous trill - slower and 
softer than the junco, and dying away at the end as though it 
suddenly became self-conscious. At this time the landscape 
has changed little. The trees and shrubs are bare or at.best, 
like the early elder and a few others, show bursting buds. 
The pussies, however, are resplendent, the silver fur of the 
young catkins has, on the male or staminate bushes, grown and 
released its golden pollen so that these bushes rival the 
forsythias in our gardens. Speckled alders are shedding their 
pollen as are the beaked hazels, and if a careful observer 
examines the twig of one of these last, he will find the dainty 
blood-red blooms of the female flowers which some weeks later 
produce the sweet little nuts the country children love. 

To find hazels you must search the thickets along the 
banks where the river enters the richer arable country. 

By mid-May, or a little later, depending on the weather, 
the· warbler wave moves in: Redstarts, Dlack-throated Greens 
and Blues, Magnolias, and so on. 

The wooded headwaters have already been occupied about 
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a fortnight by White-throats, and Savannahs are singing their 
insect-like songs from the last year's weed tops in the 
meadowland where we saw Tree Sparrows in February. 

The rarer warblers along the Meander are the Black
throated Blue, the Bay-breast, Mourning Warbler and Cape May. 
If you listen carefully among the big red spruces which grow 
here and there before the farm land begins, you will sooner or 
later hear the Bay-breasts short whispering song. Mourning 
warblers are where you find them, usually in or near woodland. 
The Black-throated Blues too, seem to be flexible in habitat, 
but prefer the older woodlots. 

To hear, and perhaps see, the Cape May you walk down 
the Little Meander, which is also called a river, although you 
could step across it at almost any point. On the way down you 
may well hear the ringing call of a Water Thrush, but when you 
reach the·junction of the two "rivers" look and listen and you 
may be lucky. At least two pairs of Cape Mays were there 
several years ago and warblers have a custom of returning to 
their old nesting sites, 

Fish are scarce .in th2 Meander. From the Rawdon Road 
down for a mile or so, SOiOP of the dusky depths look trouty in 
April and May, but T havP never tried my luck. A few salmon 
must enter the lower reachos, as there is a sparse population 
of parr along the lower parf: of the river~ One fish does swarm 
into the tidal area, however, the smelt. I have·seen people 
standing on the bank just helow the Windsor-Brooklyn road 
"jigging" with empty hooks and fillj.ng buckets with these 
little fish. 

Probably, too, the frost-fish, a small species of cod, 
invades these waters in the fall, as the Meander enters the 
Hebert and St. Croix, where I have seen alder poles forced 
into ttie banks, their lines trailing out into the muddy stream. 
This is the accepted way of catching these delicious little 
fish in October and November. 

During May the scene changes, a mist of varying shades 
of green appears shortly before the middle of the month, the 
golden pussies have faded and gone but other flowers have taken 
their place. The thickets from just above Brooklyn are resplen
dent with the white blooms of bloodroot and the grassy verges 
of strearnside hedgerows with the golden yellow dogtooth violet. 

Here and there among the flood-plain thickets you will 
find large shiny green curled young fronds of the ostrich fern, 
known to New Brunswickers as fiddleheads. It is claimed by 
them that their native province is the only place in the world 
where this delectable wild vegetable grows. Not so. We have 
them in abundance along streams like the lower reaches of the 
Meander. 

If you want to try them, look only along these bushy 
flood-plains. Do not be fooled by the great furry uncurling 
fronds of cinnamon and interrupted fern that grow on higher 
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ground and along the roadsides. But if you gather a harvest 
of fiddelheads, pick only a few from each clump. Do not 
destroy the plant. If you boil them gently and eat them with 
butter, or cold with French dressin<J, you will want to come 
back again and again. 

May fades into June. Lectves a.re now fully out, the 
varying shades of green along the river bank frotherl with the 
white blossom of Indian Pear, or Shadbush, and the prim Pjn 
Cherry. The Red-eyed Vireo has come to the hardwood groves to 
join its earlier cousin, the Solitary, which ls at homo up
stream among the spruces. Late one afternoon you will hear 
in the distance the plaintive call of tho Woou FG:ee. 

Nighthawks are twanging in thE· eveninc ,;ky, and last 
of the migrants, the 1 ittle Sharp-tailed 3 riarrow is swish in() 
its grasshopper-like song in the salt mars-11 <JT,,,;scs where the 
Meander finally joins the muddy tide of F'undy. 
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